


, - # (
! ( I -
00000
+ 1 (
# ! # it
00000
- #( +/ + "
234 * 33
# # 5* #
)4, ,6* &
( 5 (%
/I T7- 1 7
48 9 ( ! &# 5
* 347 4 2
% # 5 # #$
4 3
, ( #$
& ,% 7 % ,
# # # . ( #
3 -, 74,
48 # # .2 -
, -4, %,
.48 " $
) 4" 33 7
" #
00000
, 4 /! 3%, 7 &&43
#
3 ,, , 441 &
# % #
* ,,6 , *4,
4: ( #
, 3 346
# 4: ( #
- ,- , " 33 7
) ( ( #
/4- , * * 4
" $/
00000

Unless specifically noted herein, all images and articles are copyrighted by
their respective authors. Clip-art is used under license from Microsoft
Corporation and other sources. This publication is the copyrighted property
of the Westchester Photographic Society (WPS) and may not be reprinted
inwhole or in part without its expressed written permission, with exception
for fair use as defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

The Westchester Photographic Society
meets 12 months a year. Our weekly meetings are on
Friday evenings at 8:00pm (excepting school holidays)
in the Technology Building (opposite parking lot 11) of
Westchester Community College, Valhalla, N.Y.
Guests are welcome
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So many things to write about, and so little time and space.

Very much in mind is our recent “Out of the Competition
Box” showing (yes...we finally decided thisisthe most ap-
propriate name for these special sessions— “Out of the
Box” for short). What awonderful opportunity it was to
show and talk about favorite images. One of our greatest
concerns was that members would talk too much and we
would run out of time and patience. Somehow, everyone
seemed to “get it” and it just didn't happen. Complements to
you al. It was adelightful evening, and | can barely wait for
the next time.

What has my attention for now, is my recent side show on
images of Kyoto, and (with appreciation for the many warm
comments | received) a question that was put to me after-
wardsthat | can't get out of my mind, and which | also ap-
preciated for its candor. The question: Was it possible for me
to really enjoy and appreciate the wonders of Kyoto, when |
was so busy taking pictures — about 125 each day for ten
days, amost 1300 in al?

What agreat question. It was one that | thought about while |
was there, as my wanderings were mostly with two or three
companions. Without exception | fell behind within minutes,
as they walked quickly through whatever spectacul ar, beauti-
ful, fascinating, extraordinary area we were exploring that
day. Fregquently, they were long gone by the time | reached
the end of that specific “trail,” whether a great temple or
shrine complex, or the beautiful, mile-long “Path of the Phi-
losophers,” on the side of alovely creek, every foot of which
is lined with paving stones and wonderful trees, or just wan-
dering through one of the many narrow streetsin the old part
of town. | took alot of ribbing for the many times | stopped
with camera at the ready, day after day. My friends very
quickly learned not to wait for me.

| fell behind because | was looking at everything, it seemed
in every nook and cranny, every tree and bush, every rock so
artfully placed; the unique roof lines, the long and decorative
alleys next to most homes, the ceramic roof tiles (no wooden
shingles here at all); the red fire bucketsin front of almost
every house, the narrow streets and no sidewalks in the old
part of town, the women sweeping the sidewalks before
8:00AM, the kids walking to school each morning, and their
uniforms, whether hats, book-bags, skirts and jackets or
pants; the well dressed, even elegant, men and women on
their bicycles going to and from work, the obvioudly very,
very old wooden houses, alongside very modern brick and
concrete homes, which themselves invariably had architec-
tural links to the old styles. Consider, stepping stones across
the north/south river splitting the town; Not a footbridge —
stepping stones! | saw that many of the trees had been

(Continued on page 3)

Front Cover Photograph:
Graphic Men by Anastasia Tompkins




(Viewfinder: Continued from page 2)

trained for hundreds of years, so that each oneit seemed was a
work of art al by itself. So many times, | would turn a corner,
and just had to stop, so stunned by the beauty, my mouth fal-
ling open, and Ohhhhh just coming out....so many times!

So, as for that beginning question, so provocative...how nice
to realize that rather than seeing less, | am seeing far, far more
than | ever had before, and my delight in what | am seeing
seems to have no bounds. Oh the joy of Photography!
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Competition Categories B A Salon
Black & White Prints B, A and Salon Combined
Color Prints X X X
Open Mind Prints B, Aand Salon Combined
(Color and B&W Combined.)
35mm Slides B, Aand Salon Combined
Digital Projector Black & B, A and Salon Combined
Digital Projector Color X X X
Digital Projector OpenMind B, Aand Salon Combined

In an articlefrom AP Newsfiled April 9, reporter Hans
Greimel surveys how the current obsession for digital photo-
graphic equipment has affected established camera manufac-
turers. He says: “ Camera makers have battled to adapt to the
digital revolution for the last 10 years, but recent retreats by
leading brands underline how the industry has turned upside-
down.” See thewhole article on Excite News at this address:
http://apnews.excite.com/article/20060410/D8GSSCG00.html
(Thanks to Marty Kantor for alerting me to this piece. Ed.)

Field Trip Report by Jerry Hoffman

Our most recent Field Trip was to the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery,
on Sunday, April 2. Right off Central Avenue, about two miles
south of the County Center, it is the oldest Pet Cemetery in
America, and includes a crematory.

What a gorgeous spring day, mild and with a cloudless sky!
There were five of us, and we explored what was there both
together and separately. Many of the gravestones were fasci-
nating, with unexpected imagery: Crosses, and Stars of David
side by side; References to Monkeys, and Ferrets, too; One
stone, listing a number of pets also included their owner buried
right there with them. Some included poetry; others com-
mented on the closeness and importance that the pets had in
their family
lives, and
how much
they would
be missed.
Poignant in
many ways,
yet not all
depressing,
somehow
very warm
and comfort-
able.

Onestonein
particular
caught our
eyes: It was
decked out
with Easter
trappings and eggs of many colors, creating an extraordinarily
cheerful scene. I'mincluding a photo on the chance that it will
still work in black and white.

Jerry Hoffman: Hartsdale Pet Cemetery
Pet gravestone bedecked for Easter

PS: Somehow whenever we get together, even with so few of
us, the warmth we share is delightful. We had to tear ourselves
away from just standing close, and chatting away, so we could
take a picture or two. A nice reminder of what special people
we havein our “club.”

ERATTA
Editor’snote: In last month’s printed edition of IN FOCUS,
the“ In My Viewfinder” column inadvertently failed to present
two recent revisions to the Open Mind guidelines sent to
judges, as follow:

From theintroduction:
The meaning of the photographsis usually subjective, and may
include the following:
In-camera, and darkroom, or digital manipulation, such as
posterization or special effect filters.

From thelist of DO'S:
Do judge non-representational pictures by the interplay of
color, ling, form, and how well they make a pleasing,
exciting, and/or thought-provoking composition.

IN FOCUS isamember of the PSA Photo Editors Group.
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April, 2006

21: Competition #8. IN FOCUS distributed.

28: Annua Members Meeting, Elections
(For members only.) Cynthia’s Showcase

May, 2006

05: Special competition: Theme: Sculpture.
(Follow competition rules regarding photographs
of works of art.) [Formerly “Outdoor Sculpture’]

12: Rich Pomerantz, “Relax, It's Only Garden Photog-
raphy.” Plus amini-session at 7:15.

19: Competition #9. IN FOCUS distributed.

26: Memorial Day Weekend. No meeting.

June, 2006

02: Out of the Box 2. The pubic isinvited.
Plus amini-session at 7:15 pm.

09: “Ansel Adams,” DVD night.

16: End of Year (EOY) competition.

23: End Of Year Party

30: Glen Hall, “Behind the Sports Scene.” The pubic
isinvited. Plusamini-session at 7:15 pm.

Please note:
Thepublicisinvited to all meetings except the
Annual Members M eeting. April 28, 2006.

ATTENTION:
$4 3 5 % 45
4 $ 4 42 # 2

Emails addressed to you are bouncing back as un-
deliverable. Please contact either Dick Budnik or
Charlie Koenig to register your corrections.

Green Chimneys Field Trip
Saturday, May 20, 10am—4pm

Our next field trip will be to Green Chimneys, in Brew-
ster, New Y ork, on Saturday, May 20th from 10:00am
to 4:00pm — rain or shine.

Parking is limited, so it is suggested that you arrive at
about 9:30am. Otherwise you may end up far down the
road on the highway.

Features: More than 100 Birds of Prey...up close, with
many photo ops!!! In addition there will be a stage
show, pony rides, workshops, demos, celebrities, etc.

Green Chimneysis located at 400 Doansburg Road,
Brewster, NY 10509. Phone:1-845-279-2995, ext 108

Directions: Take 684 North to the end (past rte 84)
where it becomes Route 22. Continue to the fifth traffic
light and make aright turn onto Doansburg Rd; then
continue about two miles further to Green Chimneys, on
theright.

Fees: $15 for adults and kids over 12. $10 for Seniors;

$5 for kids 3-11. Note: FREE for Kids under 2 and for
any of you with guts enough to come in your old Scout
Uniform!

More information at: www.greenchimneys.org.

Welcoming Spring

e . . .

f Portraits of Flowers
as photographed by
Anita Louise Reilly

Tarrytown Music Hall

April 1 Muy 31, 2006

Opening Reception
April 21, 2006
SitaTPM




Candidatesfor the
WPS Board

Glen Hall: When | first joined WPS, | was
photographing solely as a sports photogra-
pher fromthe sidelines at the annual fiesta
bowl and some NFL football games. | have
served the last two years on the board, the
first year as competition chair, and the second
year as chairman of the board and historian.
Over the past years I've assisted at the light-
box in the print competition. | would like to
continue on the board as it is a way to pay
back to the club for all the benefits | have
received from club membership. We have an
active club and | wish to lend my support to
keep it that way.

Joeseph Pollock: Retired from Verizonin
2003 after 33 years. Been interested in pho-
tography for about 11 years after receiving a
Nikon n4004s as a hirthday present. I've been
amember of WPS for about 6 years and took
over for Eliot Topp in September 2004 as
coordinator of photography assignments for
Westchester Community College. My main
interest is people photography and special
events. I've done several weddings, birthday
parties, wedding anniversary parties, and
volunteer photographic work for the Special
Olympics, Arthritis Foundation, and other
Charitable Organizations. | also write and
photograph for the webpaper, Ossining.com
which is published twice a month by my son,
Michael, and | amthe official photographer for
St. Augustine's Church in Ossining.

Lois Barker: WPS member since 1990, a
director 1993 - 2006, has served as chairman
of the board from 1997 - 2004, competition
chairman 1995 - 1997, field trip chairman
1993 - 1995, and currently as exhibits chair-
man 2004 - 2006 ; serves as a member of the
competition evaluation committee, handles
the guest book, greeting cards, membership
packets and originator of the host/hostess
program. Past activities include video librar-
ian, Photo Day volunteer coordinator, mini
Photo Day workshop leader, volunteer worker
for High School Exhibits and coordinator of
the Westchester Library Systemtraveling
photo exhibit. Retired art teacher.

Harry Archer: Currently retired (again).
Taught Computer Science for 28 years.
Retired and worked as a computer consultant
for 500 organizations. During the 60s & 70s
shot weddings, schooal pictures and portraits
on an ‘income-assistance”

basis. Had a darkroom & did my own work
from bulk loading to processing—-B/W & Color
(slides and film), plus Bromail & other alterna-

tive “old school” processes. Was a PSA mem-
ber during the 60s & 70s and belonged to a
camera club where | learned some of the
older type processes.

Became very involved with PCs and sort
of put photography on the ather burner. Now,
I've found renewed interest and got back into
it shooting filmand digital in my litle home
studio.

Charles Koenig: WPS member since 1999, a
Director since 2003. As a Director, Charlie
has served as Field Trip Chairman, Equip-
ment and Facilities Manager and presently as
Treasurer & Corporate Secretary. As Treas-
urer, he has moved the club's financial ac-
counts to fee-free checking and free online
banking, saving the club those associated
maintenance costs. Charlie served two tours
of duty with the US Navy and subsequently
worked for and retired from NYNEX in 1994. |
serve WPS at the pleasure of it's members
and would willingly step down if ever | fail to
do so. My prime responsibility is the well
being of our organization.

Robert Baron: Aways interested in visual
culture, art historian and university teacher,
Robert Baron has served as a consultant to
scholarly image callections, to art museuns,
and as project manager to the Academic
Image Coaoperative. In addition, for five years
he held the Chair of the College Art Associa-
tion's Committee for Intellectual Property. He
joined the WPS board last year, and now
serves as editor for IN FOCUS, the club's
newsletter, and as publicist for the club's
circulating exhibits program. See
www.studiolo.org/index.hitm for other activi-
ties.

Jerry Hoffman: Has been an active member
for abouit five years, having had more than an
avid interest in photography since being intro-
duced to a dark roomat a USOin Chicago in
1945. He is conpleting his first year as Presi-
dent, second year as the chair of Feld Trips,
and has also served a termas assistant
treasurer.

My commitment, as long as | amin this
office, is to "keep it sinple," to help WPS
keep up with the changing world of photogra-
phy, to honor our members needs and de-
sires, and to keep our "club” the warm friendly
place that it has been since my first visit.

Richard Budnik: Nature photographer, Digi-
tal Photography Instructor at WCC and
Greenburgh Seniors Center, Photoshop tutor,
digital imaging services, computer consultant,
retired chemist, WPS member since 1983,
Board Member, 1990-98, 2000-06; Competi-
tion Scorekeeper, 1990-2006; Created WPS

and Color Camera web sites; \WWebmaster,
2000-06; Online Newsletter Editor, 2000-06;
Executive VP, 2003-06; Asst. Treasurer,
2000-04; WPS Lecturer, 1986-2006; Corpo-
rate Secretary, 1993-98; VP for Communica-
tion Coordination, 1990-98; Recording Secre-
tary, 1992-98; High School Competition
Judge; Newsletter Committee, 1990-98; Ex-
hibits Chairman, 1990-91; Exhibits Commit-
tee, 1987-2002; Photoday Lecturer; Mini-
Photoday Lecturer; Photoday Committees;
WCC Exhibit Committees; competition judge,
field trip leader, critique panelist; question and
answer panelist, mini-Photoshop instructor,
showcase presenter, digital imaging lecturer

Albert Tang: Member of New York Photo-
graphic Institute since 1990. Work in a lighting
fixture company and travel alot. Interested in
near infra red landscape photography..
Switched to all digital in the beginning 2004
after 10 years absence from photographic
arena. Joined WPS in the summer of 2004
and found fresh interest and new meaning in
photography. Thoroughly enjoye the friend-
ships, knowledge, lessons, competitions and
exhibitions provided by WPS. | am deeply
honored to be nominated to the board and, if
elected, will do my best to serve all members
of WPS,

Cecelia Fabbro: Nature Photographer. Cur-
rently Recording Secretary for the Board.
WPS member since 2001. Exhibits committee
2004-present. Has been active in club compe-
titions and exhibitions. Has extensive experi-
ence on Boards of several nonprofit organiza-
tions in Westchester, including the Native
Plant Center (Steering Committee member),
Bronx River Sound Shore Audubon (Board
Secretary), and Teatown Lake Reservation's
Wildflower Island Conmittee (Secretary).
Other enjoyable activities include: taking
photo trips with master photographers, writing
and photographing for publication, and work-
ing (obedience and agjility) and playing with
my American Eskimo dog now that my 2 girls
are off at college.

Marty Kantor: | have been a member of

WPS since about 1983. | have been a board
member for longer than | can remember and
was president for about 10 years. | was re-
sponsible for getting some organization to
WPS by, for example, starting meetings on
time, keeping to schedules, and writing infor-
mation on the blackboard. | do what is neces-
sary when it is needed such as help set up
equipment. Now, as program chair, | try to get
avariety of programs that will educate and
entertain a cross-section of our membership. |
care very much about the good and welfare of
the club.
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Yonkers Riverfront Library,
up: 4/1/06 10am, down: 4/29 by 11pm
(Exhibit: 4/2/06 - 4/28/06.)

Cancer Treatment and Wellness
Center, Northern Westchester
Hospital,
drop off: 5/1/06 10-12am. Hanging 5/4/06
10am. Pickup 11/1/06 10-12am
(Exhibit: 5/4/06-10/31/06.)

Reception: 5/6/06, 3-5pm (Note New Time)

Larchmont Library,
up 6/3/06, 10am, down 6/30/06 by 3pm
(Exhibit: 6/4/06 - 6/29/06.)

New Rochelle Library
up 7/5/06 3-6pm, down 7/28/06
(Exhibit 7/6/06 - 7/27/06.)

(See further: wpsphoto.org/Exhibits.html, and
www.studiolo.org/WPS/PR/index.htm)

WPS Member Exhibits

Anita Reilly, Portraits of Flowers.
Tarrytown Music Hall. Through May 31.
Reception April 21, 5-7pm
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Do you find the above monthly listing of pho-
tographic exhibits and activities in New York
City and Westchester useful? Would you like
to see it continued? To respond, send an
email with either “YES” or “NO” in the sub-
ject header to infocus@studiolo.org.

—

Notice for Mail Recipients of IN FOCUS

Please remember to retrieve your personally
addressed copy at meetings. This will save
the club the increasing cost of postage.

Even better, suspend your request for paper
and read it on-line.
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The Westchester Community
College Shooting Program

The WCC shooting program has been active for over 25
years, and may be the least known program within the West-
chester Photographic Society. It began as atraining tool for
club members and has evolved into avital part of our club’s
makeup. In essence, the club supplies photographersto
Westchester Community College to photograph events spon-
sored by the school.

Elliott Topp was in charge of the group for 15 years before
stepping down in the summer of 2004. He was our goodwill
ambassa

dor to the

school and

his guid-

ance led to

many inno-

vations

that are

still in

placeto

this day.

Elliott

guaranteed Photo by Harry Archer for Westchester
the school Community College Shooting Program
agroup of

high quality photographers for their eventsin exchange for
allowing us to use the school’ s facilities rent free. Thisis
crucial, since without it our yearly rent would be about
$9000. If we add the cost of judges and speakers our dues
would need to be over $100 per person per year. | would like
to thank Elliott for al his effortsin making the club finan-
cialy sound for al these years and to thank early club mem-
bers for negotiating this wonderful deal.

| took over the Shooting Program in the summer of 2004 and
the first assignment | received from the school was the
Freshmen Orientation Program. Thisis atwo day event, and
the school wanted the assignment shot in both color film and
digital. Until then, we always shot events with color film, but
the school’ s Public Relation Director, Pat Hennessey, wanted
to compare film and digital. So Charlie Koenig and | shot
the event and gave both film and a digital CD to the school.
Mr. Hennessey decided to go 100% digital when he saw the
digital photos. He liked the quality of the digital work and
also appreciated that we did color correction, cropping and
exposure correction beforehand, saving his staff many hours
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Competition Winners 3/17/06 #7

Prints: Black & White Digital Projector: B&W

1: Jane Gordon 1. Dennis Thornton

2: Albert Tang 1. Randy Fitzgerald

3: Jane Gordon 3. Felix Shapiro

4: Robert Baron 4. Rob Dublin

Prints: Color B 4. Lois Barker

1: Martin Bemnstein Digital Projector: Color B
2. Li Constantine 1. Martin Bemstein

3. Rose Ann Kinmel 2. Jun Shihoten

4. Felix Shapiro 3. Rose Ann Kimmel
Prints: Color A+ Salon 4. Ann Raine

1. Dennis Thornton Digital Projector: Color A
2. Robert Baron 1. Lorri Freedman

2. Walter Kimmel 2. Rob Dublin

2. Zane Kuo 3. G. Rosenstrach

Prints: Open Mind 3. Randy Fitzgerald

1. Martin Bernstein Digital Projector: Color Salon
1. Jane Gordon 1. Anita Reilly

3. Jane Gordon 2. Hlinor Stecker-Orel

4. Ben Edelman 2. Hinor Stecker-Orel
Slides 2. David Thurm

1. Dennis Thornton Digital Projector: Open Mind
2. Cynthia Gewirtz 1. Hinor Stecker-Orel

3. Zane Kuo 2. Ann Raine

4. Zane Kuo 3. Martin Bemnstein

4. Dennis Thornton 3. Anastasia Tonpkins

A note on scoring: Scores are awarded as 1st, 2nd, 3rd and Honor-
able Mention (here as 4th place). Ties are resolved by awarding
consecutive places and reported as the highest of the two. Thus a tie
for 2nd place uses 2nd and 3rd place and appears as two instances
of 2nd place. The number of ties permitted for Honorable Mention
(4th place) is not limited.

of additional work. WCC uses our photographs to keep a picto-
ria history of school events and for publication in various
brochures and advertising venues. The school saves a huge
amount of money by using our servicesin place of outside
professional photographers.

For the school year running from September 2004 to June
2005 our photographers completed 52 assignments for WCC,
and for the year September 2005 to March 2006 we shot 34
events, with another 17 events scheduled for April to June,
2006. | would like to thank Harry Archer (8 events), Charlie
Koenig (48 events), Tom O’ Connell (119 events) for their
dedication and professionalism in the WCC shooting program.
(I completed 64 events.) | am looking forward to continuing
our relationship with the school in the years to come.

Joe Pollock,
WCC hosting Program Coordinator

A Day with George Lepp —Digital Techniques for Out-
door/Nature Photography —Sunday, May 7, 2006 starting
at 9:00am. Commack High School Auditorium, Commack,
NY —Tickets $25/person. Contact: Leon Hertzson
at 631-368-2485 or at leon@prodeviab.com




IN FOCUS
The Newsletter of the Westchester Photographic Society
c/o Robert A. Baron, editor
P.O. Box 93
Larchmont, New York 10538-0093

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Sponsor s of the Westchester Photogr aphic Society

Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with an asterisk.

Advance Photo L abs 693-0778 *
909 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley, NY

Color Group 769-8484 *
168 Saw Mill Rd., Hawthorne, NY

Jake'sArt Center 668-0230 *
150 North MacQuesten Pkwy, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Eastchester Photo Service 961-6596 *
132 Fisher Ave. Eastchester, NY

Fuji Photo Film
555 Taxter Rd., EImsford, NY

Hunts Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main Street, Melrose, MA

Thomson’s Art Supply *
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

LowePro USA
1003 Gravenstein Hwy, North
Sebastopol, Ca 95472

Mamiya America Cor poration 347-3300
8 Westchester Plaza, EImsford

Nikon, Inc
1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Melville, NY

PDK Labs 777-2477 *
83 Calvert Street, Harrison, NY

Photo Pro 761-5205 *
60 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, NY

Photowor ks 769-6425
465 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570
* (restrictions apply)

Minuteman Press 576-0335
1299 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10804
www.newrochelle.minutemanpress.com
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