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So, here we are approaching the end of the “competition
year”, with our annual meeting and Board el ections behind
us. For those of you unfamiliar with the process, the nine
nominees with the most votes begin their service immedi-
ately as the newly elected WPS Board. They met briefly
shortly after the vote count was completed, and, through
mutual agreement, appointed the membersto fill each of the
Board positions needed for the smooth functioning of our
organization.

The various committee heads, and chair people, who
help usin so many ways, were all contacted within afew
days of the elections, and, happily, almost all agreed to con-
tinue helping out just as they had before. In only one case
was someone unable to continue... because of family illness;
areplacement has aready stepped forward, all positions are
filled, and we are now ready for another great year in WPS!

The new people include Al Tang and Harry Archer as
the newest Board members, and Roger Chenault as the Com-
petition judge Coordinator. The two board members who are
stepping down are Glen Hall, and Cece Fabbro, and Barbara
Pollack as the Competition Judge Coordinator. We owe them
all thanks for “jobs well done” and much appreciation for
their time, effort and commitment to WPS over the past year.
Each played an essential role in the smooth working of our
“club” and they will be missed. Happily, they are not leaving
us, and we'll be seeing them al in the months ahead.

A special note about Glen Hall: While stepping down
from the Board, it is with pleasure that we announce that he
will continue as our official Historian!

Check out the “Mast Head” just to theleft, to seethe
names of those who are and will continue serving in the vari-
ous positions on the Board, “Chairs,” Committee heads, etc.

Finally, a specia note of thanksto al the volunteers
who help out in so many ways, whose names we had to leave
out simply because of space concerns. Y ou and your support

are all much appreciated!

The Westchester Photographic Society
meets 12 months a year. Our weekly meetings are on
Friday evenings at 8:00pm (excepting school holidays)
in the Technology Building (opposite parking lot 11) of
Westchester Community College, Valhalla, N.Y.
Guests are welcome

Front Cover Photograph:

Deborah Cohen: Reflections in Evil

Notice for Mail Recipients of IN FOCUS

Please remember to retrieve your personally
addressed copy at meetings. This will save
the club the increasing cost of postage.

Even better, suspend your request for paper
and read it on-line.
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By Lorri Freedman

| have heard people say that competition has
changed the way that they take pictures, and | find that
it'sa shame. The reason most peoplejoined the photo ;
club is because they wanted to share their love of pho-
tography with other people who feel the same way.

| love photographing everything | see, and there's )
so much to see. When | ook through my camera, | feel )
like I’'m ready to capture a moment in time, so that | can
enjoy it whenever | want, and share it with other people
who will enjoy my frozen moment, too, no matter what
itis; aflower, aladybug, birds, abuilding, atree, a
child, a beach, the sun, and the moon.

| have alot of imagesin my collection, and there
are many that | wouldn’t put into competition, just be-
cause | know that | have broken “rules’ and did it my

3 #

3 +8 * 4
L] ' #
/
' / - 28
' % & - ' 1%
, % % %
, % ' $ #
0000
= > ' 4 $ $ ? !
, $
) @, $ A ,  $ 27
' B 7
9 " ' (N

way. No
matter what,
| will always
take images
the way |
like, and
competition
won'’t

“%| change that.
The thing
that competi-
tion has
taught meis
whichim-
ages to put
in and which
ones to keep home. | enjoy all of my images, competi-
tion-worthy or not. And even if it’s not competition-
worthy, it doesn’t mean that it isn’'t a beautiful or inter-
esting image that can be shared with others.

Being an active member of the WPS club has been
an enjoyable and educational experience, aswell asa
place to meet great people. | feel that all the membersin
our club are wonderful photographersin their own way.
Six out of ten times an image comes up during competi-
tion, | think, “Oh, | know whose image that is.” Most
people have found their own style and they’re good at it.
So don't let competition change the way you take im-
ages. Just have fun, and do it your way.

Lo Freedman offers the above image as a photo
which she likes a lat, but which is not competition
worthy. She notes that it is centered, that the snow
is overexposed, and that due to a high ISOit is
grainy.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: Unless specifically noted herein, all images and arti-
cles are copyrighted by their respective authors. Clip-art is used under license
from Microsoft Corporation and other sources. This publication is the copy-
righted property of the Westchester Photographic Society (WPS) and may not
be reprinted in whole or in part without its expressed written permission, with
exception for fair use as defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

Editor's comments: In the article on the left, to my mind
author Lorri Freedman makes two especially valuable
points. The first is to remind us that we are members of
WPS because we've probably discovered that making
photographic pictures can be fun and meaningful. At the
same time, we are reminded that images suitable for com-
petition (traditionally) require the photographer to pay
heed to a set of “rules” — conventions, which if followed
assiduously, for some might well turn a once joyful en-
deavor into one that eliminates the “fun” that originally
inspired them. While she clearly loves rule-free personal
photography, the author enters competitions, presenting
images that embrace, or at least appear to conform to
competition rules.

What is the moral of this exercise? Might one abandon
one’s competitive spirit by “just having fun,” or is one to
engage the competitive spirit either by following the rules
or by offering pictures so exciting that the judges find
themselves compelled to suspend the rules under which
they were trained — which, of course, sometimes they
do? The WPS competitive spirit encourages photogra-
phers to define their own path: Rules, or no rules, the
picture is the thing. Some photographers may divide their
photo-making into two activities — one just for experiment
or for “fun,” and the other rule-based. Will those who con-
centrate on the first, rather than the second, suffer a com-
petitive disadvantage? Or, will one activity inform the
other? Readers are encouraged to comment.

In the last paragraph, the author admirably expresses
her interest in the work of her colleagues. During competi-
tion we see many good pictures, but typically only get to
know who produces the prize-winners — the losers tend
to remain anonymous. How wonderful might it be were we
to know each others’ works better, even to the point of
learning their titles or subjects. As photographers, we tend
to communicate through our pictures. We should not muf-
fle their voices by obscuring their authorship and their
meanings. To this end, consider our “Out of the Box” ses-
sions, where photographers have an opportunity to dis-
cuss their own photos. — Robert Baron, ed.
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May, 2006

19: Competition #9. IN FOCUS distributed.

26: Memorial Day Weekend. No meeting.

June, 2006

02: Out of the Box 2. The publicisinvited.
Plusamini-session at 7:15 pm.

09: End of Year (EQY) competition

16: No meeting. US Golf Open uses our parking lot.

23: End Of Year Party

30: Glen Hall, “Behind the Sports Scene.” The public
isinvited. Plusamini-session at 7:15 pm.

July, 2006

07: Mark Sarazan. The publicisinvited

14: NECCC Conferencein Amherst, MA. No WPS
meeting.

21: Ask Our Experts. The public isinvited.

28: TBA

30: Sunday: Annual Picnic.

Please note:
The publicisinvited to all meetings except the Annual
Members Meeting in April.
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Green Chimneys Field Trip
Saturday, May 20, 10am—4pm

Our next field trip will be to Green Chimneys, in Brew-
ster, New Y ork, on Saturday, May 20th from 10:00am
to 4:00pm — rain or shine.

Parking is limited, so it is suggested that you arrive at
about 9:30am. Otherwise you may end up far down the
road on the highway.

Features: More than 100 Birds of Prey...up close, with
many photo ops!!! In addition there will be a stage
show, pony rides, workshops, demos, celebrities, etc.

Green Chimneysis located at 400 Doansburg Road,
Brewster, NY 10509. Phone:1-845-279-2995, ext 108

Directions: Take 684 North to the end (past rte 84)
where it becomes Route 22. Continue to the fifth traffic
light and make a right turn onto Doansburg Rd; then
continue about two miles further to Green Chimneys, on
theright.

Fees: $15 for adults and kids over 12. $10 for Seniors;

$5 for kids 3-11. Note: FREE for Kids under 2 and for
any of you with guts enough to come in your old Scout
Uniform!

More information at: www.greenchimneys.org.

Field Trip: Annual Museum Mile Celebration
June 13, 2006 - 5:45pm

WHAT: The Annual Museum Mile Celebration. All the museums, from
82nd Street to 105th Street, are open late, and historically with
free admission. Ffth avenue is closed to traffic, and the street
becomes a playground. Many wonderful photo ops of singers,
musicians, jugglers, etc, many in costumes, all performing on
the street, weather permitting. Just once in the year, and thisis
the once! (From 6 'till 9pm)

MEETING TIME AND PLACE: On Tuesday, June 13th, at 5:45pm,
on the North/Uptown side of the steps in front of the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, 82nd St. and Ffth Ave.

RAIN DATE: None, it will be held rain or shine (but street perform:
ances may be affected)!



ORQTILIERT OXF DISBOMALL CORIEN

My life has taken a directly circuitous route to photogra-
phy...l guessthat’s an open mind statement. Start with some-
thing real, then, alow it to flow merrily along its free associa-
tion pathways. It may remain in reality, or it may veer off into
the wilds of open mind and yet, still come out with the essence
intact. On reflection, my four basic realities have remained
constant: communication is what will hold my world, as well
astheworld at large, together; each individual needsto find
the means of expressing him/herself; it is our duty, as human

Deborah Cohen: Cold Winter Evening

beings, to find peaceful means to coexist; and lastly, learning
and knowledge are the keys to the first three.

The High School of Music and Art accepted me as an art
student, but | attended more because of its academic standards
and the exciting student body than any desire to pursue art as a
career. However, the artistic base | gained there has been in-
valuable
throughout
many later
endeavors.

At 17,
after my fresh-
man year at
City College
of NY, | acted
inaplayin
French at the
Banff School
of Fine Arts.
Open mind
began to
weave its way
oy i
ceived a standing ovation agoal was born: | would study act-
ing and directing, then concentrate on socialy active plays.
Acting gave me the opportunity to live other peopl€’slives
while forcing me to analyze their thoughts and actions so these

#$ * #

characters could come alive for the audience.

However, not wanting to be awaitress while looking for
acting jobs, | took 12
credits of education to
qualify as a substitute
teacher. Next thing |
knew, | wasteachingin
centra Harlem. Within
oneweek it was clear:
guiding studentsto be-
come confident thinkers
and actors on the
world's stage was to be
my vocation aswell as
avocation. Here, all the
layers merged. Litera-
ture and the arts could
be intertwined with
history, science and mathematics. Filters, layers, masks added
and erased for light to shine through. And | started taking pho-
tographs of my classes. Simple, point and shoot cameras re-
cording our daily lives was the goal. The camera was used to
compliment, document specia events, or even to cgjole an
unhappy student.

Sixteen years later, after having taught regular and specia
education studentsin
elementary and high
school, | moved into
administration in the
more challenging
sections of NYC.
With that, my pho-
tography left the
schools.

My early 1970s
trips to Europe, even
studying archeology
at Oxford, were only
dlightly photo-
graphed, regretful but
true. Although I'd
gone to Hong Kong
and Thailand in 1977
and took some pho-
tos, it wasn't aneed
in meuntil | went to
Chinain 1987. My
trusty Minolta point
and shoot and about
corded every inch of
what | saw. | got hooked...but still only for trips. In the early
'90s | felt it was about time | returned to the US Rockies where

(Continued on page 7)
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Cancer Treatment and Wellness
Center, Northern Westchester
Hospital, (Exhibit: 5/4/06-10/31/06.)

Larchmont Library,
up 6/3/06, 10am, down 6/30/06 by 3pm
(Exhibit: 6/4/06 - 6/29/06.)

New Rochelle Library
up 7/5/06 3-6pm, down 7/28/06
(Exhibit 7/6/06 - 7/27/06.)

(See further: wpsphoto.org/Exhibits.html, and
www.studiolo.org/WPS/PR/index.htm)

WPS Member Exhibits

Anita Reilly, “Portraits of Flowers”
Tarrytown Music Hall. Through May 31.

Elinor Stecker-Orel, "Black Satin,"
an exhibit of dramatic photographs,
June 1 - 30, the gallery at the Black Cow
Coffee Company, 51 Maple Street, Croton-
on-Hudson, NY.
Artist's Reception June 3, 2-4 p.m.

Martin and Eileen Kantor will exhibit their
color photographs at an exhibit called “The
Art of Photography, 11“ at the Westhampton
Free Library in Westhampton, NY. The ex-
hibit will run from May 13th to June 30th.

Both Martin and Eileen Kantor have had
photographs accepted into the juried show
“Art with Intent.” This is work by West-
chester Seniors and is on exhibit from May
6th to June 15th at Andrus-on-Hudson
Community of Elders at 185 Old Broadway,
Hastings-on Hudson, NY.




(Deborah Cohen: Continued from page 5)

awalk in Zion turned meinto an avowed hiker. For the next
few years | roamed the mountains from Montanato New Mex-
ico. These trips became my antidote to the stresses of “the
system.” By now | had a used Ricoh point and shoot bought on
the road between Taos and Santa Fe — after my Minolta died
an unceremonious death. Then on October 11, 1994 my plans
to leave NY C to be a School to Career consultant throughout
the country was grounded by a new irreversible filter. | was hit
by acar in Staten Island, practically bed ridden for about a year
with what turned out to be permanent traumatic brain injury
and post concussion syndrome. A few years later | could think
of inching back into the world, but avery different one. My
trips were curtailed, so | went to St. Maarten where | could
plotz, take photos and drown cameras. The second drowning
led meto getting a digital, then a better one, my Canon 400Elf.
But | didn’t know how to useit properly, so | took aclass at
WCC, “Buying and Using Y our Digital Camera,” given by our
own esteemed Dick Budnik. So he’ s to blame for my blossom-
ing interest in photography as avital part of my life. Most of
all he'sthe culprit who introduced me to the Westchester Pho-
tographic Society where | am able to gleefully merge my four
constant realities at my own pace.

Competition Winners 4/21/06 #8

Prints: Black & White Digital Projector: B&W

1. At Anderson 1. Robert Baron

2: At Anderson 1. Albert Tang

3: Robert Baron 1. Ann Raine

4: Albert Tang 4. Rob Dublin

Prints: Color B Digital Projector: Color B
1. Felix Shapiro 1. Ann Raine

2. Martin Bemstein 2. Rose Ann Kinmel

3. Martin Bemstein 3. Rose Ann Kinmel

4. Albert Tang 3. Ann Raine

4. Carol Finley Digital Projector: Color A
Prints: Color A+ Salon 1. Lorri Freedman

1. Dennis Thornton 2. Janet King

2. Robert Baron 3. Horty Thurm

2. Ron Carran 3. Rob Dublin

4. Robert Baron Digital Projector: Color Salon
4. Jane Gordon 1. Harvey Augenbraun

4. Jane Gordon 2. Harvey Augenbraun
Prints: Open Mind 3. Dick Budnik

1. Jane Gordon 3. Marty Kantor

2. Martin Bemstein Digital Projector: Open Mind
3. Robert Baron 1. Rose Ann Kimmel

4. Jane Gordon 1. Jun Shihoten

Slides 3. Deborah Cohen

1. Dennis Thornton 4. Walter Kimmel

2. Dennis Thomton 4. Lorri Freedman

3. Mike Gersh

4. Zane Kuo

A note on scoring: Scores are awarded as 1st, 2nd, 3rd and Honorable
Mention (here as 4th place). Ties are resolved by awarding consecutive
places and reported as the highest of the two. Thus a tie for 2nd place
uses 2nd and 3rd place and appears as two instances of 2nd place. The
number of ties permitted for Honorable Mention (4th place) is not limited.

Sherril Schell: at the Museum of the City of New York
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Digital: 3rd Dennis Thomton
1st Dick Budnik HM Zane Kuo
2nd Hinor Stecker-Orel ~ Prints:
3rd Rob Dublin 1st Albert Tang
HM Rose Ann Kimmel 2nd Walter Kimmel
Slides: 3rd Zane Kuo
1st Dennis Thornton HM Robert Baron

2nd Zane Kuo
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IN FOCUS
The Newsletter of the Westchester Photographic Society
c/o Robert A. Baron, editor
P.O. Box 93
Larchmont, New York 10538-0093

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Sponsor s of the Westchester Photogr aphic Society

Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with an asterisk.

Advance Photo L abs 693-0778 *
909 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley, NY

Color Group 769-8484 *
168 Saw Mill Rd., Hawthorne, NY

Jake'sArt Center 668-0230 *
150 North MacQuesten Pkwy, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Eastchester Photo Service 961-6596 *
132 Fisher Ave. Eastchester, NY

Fuji Photo Film
555 Taxter Rd., EImsford, NY

Hunts Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main Street, Melrose, MA

Thomson’s Art Supply *
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

LowePro USA
1003 Gravenstein Hwy, North
Sebastopol, Ca 95472

Mamiya America Cor poration 347-3300
8 Westchester Plaza, EImsford

Nikon, Inc
1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Melville, NY

PDK Labs 777-2477 *
83 Calvert Street, Harrison, NY

Photo Pro 761-5205 *
60 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, NY

Photowor ks 769-6425
465 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570
* (restrictions apply)

Minuteman Press 576-0335
1299 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10804
www.newrochelle.minutemanpress.com
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