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www.wpsphoto.org/AdvertisingRates.htm 

IN FOCUS 
 Now Accepts 

ADVERTISING  
On the web, see 

www.wpsphoto.org/ 
Advertising Rates.htm 
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It’s traditional for the President to write 
a column this month about the impor-
tance of the Annual Dinner to our club. 
I should encourage you to attend, to 
enjoy a good meal, to enjoy the com-
panionship of your fellow members, 
and, if you receive an award, to enjoy 
the accolades of your fellow photogra-
phers. I should point out how our An-
nual Dinner serves as the culmination 
and the climax of our competition year. 
 

For many our members, their competi-
tion year starts not with our first com-
petition in September. but much earlier 
as they begin to plan their vacations 
looking for unique photographic oppor-
tunities. What better vacation activity 
than finding and capturing those great 
images that will draw wows from the 
audience, great scores from our judges 
and lead to a plaque at the Annual Din-
ner and bragging rights for another 
year. Ah, the thrill of competition. May 
god forgive us, but we do love it. 
 

What is it that makes competition so 
appealing that it turns us all into com-
petition junkies? What does it take to 
capture or create a great winning im-
age. 
 

Does equipment really matter? We tell 
our spouses it does. We are willing to 
drop several thousand dollars every 
couple of years for the latest model 
digital camera with a few more mega 
pixels or a new image stabilized lens. 
Heaven forbid that we might lose to a 
lesser photographer who has better 
equipment. 
 

How better to maintain a competitive 
advantage than by attending a few 
photo workshops to improve our tech-
niques. We all know that as good as our 
images are right out of our Nikons, 
they can always be improved in Photo-
shop. Add a course on image process-
ing in Photoshop and a course in photo 

(Continued on page 7) 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Dear readers: Your comments and 
suggestions are always welcome and 
should be addressed as follows: 
· If concerning the WPS Newsletter, 

In Focus, address  comments to 
the editor, Robert Baron  at: 
infocus@studiolo.org  

· If concerning our website, 
address comments to our 
Webmaster, Dick Budnik, at: 
webmaster@WPSphoto.org  

· All other comments should be 
addressed to our President, 
Dick Budnik at: 
dickbudnik@verizon.net  
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Many thanks to the following 
club members for helping to 

hang the 
SOMERS LIBRARY 

EXHIBIT:  
Dick Budnik, 

Lorri & Mark Freedman, 
Ann and Bob Harper,  

John Kaplan, Zane Kuo, 
Sara Sheperd. 
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New WPS members may have been 
wondering what the program identified as 
“Out of the Box,” scheduled for October 27, 
is all about. Most simply put, “Out of the 
Box,” or OOTB for short, is an opportunity 
for members to show and discuss photo-
graphic works that they might not have a 
chance to show on other occasions at the 
club. OOTB is a recent addition to the WPS 
line-up, but the history of this new feature is 
deeply imbedded in the long WPS tradition 
of inventing new ways for our members to 
explore and expand their photographic ideas.  

The WPS Competition program is one 
way members get to show their works. Com-
petitions are judged, and awards are assigned 
to those works the judges favor. In contrast, 
the Exhibition program, directed by Lois 
Barker, offers an opportunity for members to 
exhibit their best works and to offer them for 
sale throughout Westchester. These works 

need not have been honed for competition 
and need not conform to the rigorous guide-
lines set for club competition. Within our 
competition program is another category 
called “Open Mind.” Few of our newer 
members realize that “OM” is an unusual 
category for club competition and, what’s 
more, is an original invention of the West-
chester Photographic Society. In its day (and 
even today) OM radically departed from the 
norm. The typical camera-club competition 
gives precedence to the presumption that the 
purpose of photography is to represent the 
world more or less as it is perceived and to 
visualize it with respect, awe, appreciation, 
even with cold observation and criticism, 
but, in any case, without radical invention or 
intervention. 

According to my source, more than 
twenty-five years ago WPS founders Tony 

(Continued on page 4) 
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October, 2006 
13: Competition #2. IN FOCUS pub-

lished. The public is invited. 
20: Rob Dublin, “Large Format 

Printing.” The public is invited. 
27: Out of the Box 4. 

The public is invited. 
November, 2006 
3: Elinor Stecker-Orel. 

“Breaking the rules of Composi-
tion.” The public is invited. 

10: Annual Dinner at Sam’s of Ged-
ney Way. See WPS web page for 
details. 

17: Competition #3. IN FOCUS pub-
lished. The public is invited. 

24: Thanksgiving weekend. 
No meeting 

December, 2006 
01: Rick Sammon, "Digital Photogra-

phy Update, 2006". The public is 
invited. 

08: Holiday Party. 
15: Competition #4.  

The public is invited. 
22: Christmas Weekend. No meeting. 
29: New Years Weekend. No meeting. 
Please note: 

The public is invited to all meetings 
except the Annual Members Meeting 
in April. Check WPS website 
(wpsphoto.org) for recent changes. 
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Gezirjian and Ben Edelman introduced and 
defined what we continue to call “Open 
Mind.” This special competition is intended 
to encourage invention, expression, and the 
creation of photographically based realities 
that do not necessarily conform to the picto-
rial traditions of conventional competitions. 
In a way, OM may best be understood as a 
photographic corollary to twentieth-century 
developments in the visual arts – from Cub-
ism through Abstract Expressionism and 
beyond. 

As digital photographers of the twenty-
first century, we tend not to appreciate how 
radical this advance really was, and are un-
aware of the degree to which it met with 
objection and prejudice from other amateur 
photographic societies. Indeed, the very 
name, “Open Mind,” serves as a plea for 
understanding and tolerance of this new 
mode. Today, of course, in our digital world, 
we are well accustomed to exercising the 
right and privilege of free invention. Para-
phrasing our member, Anastasia Tompkins, 

OM allows users to explore and create alter-
nate visual worlds. 

Although “Open Mind” works are 
judged in the same competition with the 
pictorial categories of black and white and 
color, even today camera-club judges tend to 
be on unsure footing when presented with 
the tasks of making sense of “Open Mind” 
and rendering their reactions as numerical 
scores. More often they rely upon their sub-
jective assessment of “beauty,” rather than 
trying to evaluate the expression, imagina-
tion, and meanings of the photographs set 
before them. But, to be successful none of 
these aesthetic postures require either 
“beauty” or “grace.” So while “Open Mind” 
is a great challenge and a rewarding en-
deavor for many photographers, and while 
many club photographers have discovered 
the key to creating images that please judges, 
for others it is an occasion for frustration and 
disappointment. When one relies too heavily 
upon the scores judges assign, disillusion-
ment may be severe and the tug to conform 

(OOTB: Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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presented a sequence of deer photographs in 
which he explained their reactions to each 

other and stitched together the unfolding nar-
rative of their encounters. And this writer re-
cently showed a series of photographs of pho-
tographers photographing – one of his pet 
projects. 

Few, if any of these photographs would 
ever have been seen in the normal course of 
club activity. Had there been no “Out of the 
Box” program, the interests of those who of-
fered their works might never have been pre-
sented to any but their close friends. To par-
ticipate in OOTB, one need not even show 
good photography. All that matters is that 
photography is being used to create something 
of importance to the photographer and poten-
tially be interesting to the audience. 

Credit for developing OOTB must largely 
be given to Dick Budnik, who conceived it, 
and to Jerry Hoffman, who during his tenure 
as President of the WPS executive board, 
helped define it and worked hard to get it ac-
cepted and approved. It has been a great suc-
cess. All club members should be encouraged 
to explore its possibilities. 

The rules are simple: five minutes (or so) 
per person; first come, first served; digital 
projection; prints and slides are all acceptable. 
Bring your digital images on cd-roms, com-
pact flash memory cards, or USB flash drives. 
Prints and/or slides are also okay (but if you 
are intending to show slides, be certain some-
one has set up the slide projector). 

So, good luck; support your colleagues, 
and, above all, have fun sharing your “Out of 
the Box” photography. 
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may be overpowering. 
The same is true, though less obviously 

so, for those who enter our traditional compe-
titions. Even the usual pictorial categories of 
black & white and color may frustrate (but to 
a lesser extent) new members who are not 
aware that photo-club judging is a hermetic 
endeavor – one that bears only a tangential 
relationship to creativity and invention. I’m 
referring, of course, to the array of so-called 
“rules,” and “guidelines” that many judges 
employ to find fault with or award favor to the 
images set before them. 

 

(This is a topic of considerable complexity. I refer 
readers to several articles appearing in recent issues 
of IN FOCUS: “Some Views on Competition,” by 
Harvey Augenbraun, IN FOCUS, 9/2005, p. 7 and 
“Do it Your Way,” by Lorri Freedman, IN FOCUS, 
5/2006, p. 3, with comments by Robert Baron. See 
http://www.wpsphoto.org/Newsletters.htm.) 
 

There is a regrettable social consequence, 
as well, that invades our system of photo-
graphic competition. Only the authors of win-
ning images are identified by name. As a re-
sult, it is difficult in nearly every case to learn 
to whom credit is due for the many fine im-
ages that did not make it into the winners’ 
circle. Becoming familiar with the work of 
fellow club-members is crucial, and enables 
members to learn about the abilities and inter-
ests of others. Moreover, because competition 

tends to favor certain subjects and, as just 
mentioned, because judging is rule-based, 
even when you know the authorship of inter-
esting works, such knowledge may serve as a 
barrier to learning about the true interests of 
your colleagues. 

In the end, with all the faults of photo-
graphic competition and of those who judge 
them, it is difficult to live without them. Agree 

or disagree with the judges, photographers 
cannot help but learn from the experience. In 
this they discover what they like or dislike. To 
the photographer, in fact, as a learning tool, 
disagreement with judges may be more bene-
ficial and instructive than listening to their 
praises. 

“Out of the Box” was created to provide 
an outlet for members who don’t enter 
competitions to share their photography, 
even though offers its invitation to all. 
Nominally, it is intended to serve as a plat-
form for showing all sorts of photographs that 
may not find a suitable niche within our tradi-
tional activities. 

OOTB should be understood within the 
context of other WPS programs: In our 
“critique” sessions, club experts discuss im-
ages presented by members; in “You be the 
Judge” sessions, it is the audience that gets to 
comment. 

In some ways, OOTB is closer to ele-
mentary school “show-and-tell,” but with an 
intricate purpose. Almost any image or group 
of images is acceptable. For example, one 
member recently showed an array of underwa-
ter photographs of fish taken many years 
prior. Another showed a travelogue, while a 
third, showed the results of a Photoshop tech-
nique she was developing, i.e. the two photos 
by Elinor Stecker-Orel reprinted on the front 
page of this issue of IN FOCUS. Dick Budnik 

(OOTB: Continued from page 4) 
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Hudson Valley Hospital Center 
��������	
����
������������������������������
����������������� Pick-up  12/16/06. 

Somers Library  
Pickup, 10/28/06, 10:00am. 

Cancer Treatment and Wellness Center, 
Northern Westchester Hospital 
Exhibit: 11/3/06-4/30/07. Note Change:Reception: 
1/13 3-5pm. Drop-off: 11/1/06, 10-12. Pick-up: 
4/30/07, 10:00-12:00. 

Rye Free Reading Room  
Hanging Date is Saturday, January 6th, 2007 
Down Saturday, February 17, 2007 - 10:00 a.m 
January 7 - February 16, 2007 

Hiram Halle Library  
March 3 - April 14, 2007 

 

(See further: wpsphoto.org/Exhibits.html, and  
www.studiolo.org/WPS/PR/index.htm) 
  

WPS — Member Exhibits 
 

Harvey Augenbraun & Anastasia Tompkins 
Destinations. White Plains Library, to 11/1/06.  

Bonnie Fisher, Linda Tommasulo & Kay 
Wheeler: "Impressions of Nature," at the Bronx-
ville Womens Club, 135 Midland Avenue. 10/1/06 - 
10/31/06. Reception 10/1 from 2:00 - 5:00pm. See 
inset, p. 3. 

Lois Barker and Cece Fabbro will be exhibiting in 
a show entitled "Visions of Nature" at the Fine Arts 
Gallery, Westchester Community College. The 
exhibit will run from 10/14 to 10/21. Reception is 
10/14 from 5 - 8pm. 

Harry Archer: Media Loft Gallery, 50 Webster Ave 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. 10/28—11/26/06. See 
inset, p. 3. 
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manipulations for those Open Mind win-
ning entries. Invest in a quality printer with 
custom profiles and custom hardware for 
calibrating your high resolution, LCD, flat 
panel monitor and you will have no ex-
cuses for not receiving your winning 
plaque at the Annual Dinner. 
 

The cost of a new digital camera, $500 - 
$5000. 

The cost of a new image stabilized lens, 
$500 - $8000. 

The cost of a weekend workshop, $500. 
The cost of your photo vacation, $3000. 
The cost of a new computer and software, 

$3000. 
The cost of a Photoshop course, $500. 
The cost of a new printer, $700. 
The cost of a WPS membership, $40. 
The cost of our Annual Dinner, $35. 
The cost of receiving a plaque at our An-

nual Dinner, 
Priceless. 
 

How can anyone pass up such a deal? �  

(View Finder: Continued from page 2) 

���������	�
���
��������
����
���������	���
��������	���������

�������	������	��� �!�
�

"#$�������	��%���&'(�
�������)�*���������+����
���,������ �

������,��
�'��	��	,)����

Competition Results  
2006 #1 

 

Judge: Andrew Kurchey 
 

Black & White Prints 
1. A. Tang 
2. A. Tang 
3. J. Gordon 
3. F. Shapiro 
Color Prints—Group B 
1. J. Azar 
2. A. Tang 
3. J. Azar 
3. R. Kimmel 
Color Prints—Group A 
1. D. Thornton 
2. D. Thornton 
2. J. Gordon 
3. W. Kimmel 
Prints—Open Mind 
[none submitted] 
Slides 
1. M. Gersh 
2. Z. Kuo 
3. K. Salstrum 
4. Z. Kuo 
4. H. Rauch 
Digital Projector—Black & 

White 
1. D. Thornton 
2. D. DiBrizzi 
2. E. Stecker-Orel 
4. L. Barker 
4. A. Harper 
4. H. Augenbraun 
Digital Projector—Color B 
1. C. Finley 
2. N. Castillo 
3. M. Bernstein 
4. A. Raine 

Digital Projector—Color A 
1. R. Fitzgerald 
2. A. Tompkins 
2. L. Freedman 
4. E. Kantor 
4. W. Kimmel 
Digital Projector—Color 

Salon 
1. D. Dibrizzi 
1. G. Rosenstrach 
1. H. Thurm 
4. E. Stecker-Orel 
4. E. Stecker-Orel 
4. J. King 
4. H. Augenbraun 
4. R. Harper 
Digital Projector—Open Mind 
1. L. Barker 
2. R. Dublin 
2. D. Cohen 
4. A. Tompkins 

2������������	��� �����
����
������
�����6�	��
�����)�������<�������
�$
�	����&�
�
����E	��
����
*����
����
��
���/
������������������
� 

	�/
�����
�������
���	
�����	�
�����
�	��%�	�
�
	������ ����	�
�%�����������
� �
����������)���
����
��������
�������	������	���
���%�����
����
����
�� !�
���%�	�
���
�!�		
��%���<����

���
�$
�	����&E	������
*������	���!�	
��  

 



8 

 IN FOCUS 
����*��������	��&���������������	�
�����	
��������� ����

�0��4�/�	��2��%
	��(������	�

����%�#�89�

:
	������(�*���+�	���!;9�<!!89  

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

Advance Photo Labs 693-0778 * 
909 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley, NY   

 

Color Group 769-8484 * 
168 Saw Mill Rd., Hawthorne, NY 

 

Jake’s Art Center 668-0230 * 
150 North MacQuesten Pkwy, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550 

 

Eastchester Photo Service 961-6596 * 
132 Fisher Ave. Eastchester, NY 

 

Fuji Photo Film 
555 Taxter Rd., Elmsford, NY 

 

Hunts Camera 1-800-924-8682 
100 Main Street, Melrose, MA 

 

Thomson’s Art Supply * 
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601 

 

LowePro USA 
1003 Gravenstein Hwy, North 

Sebastopol, Ca 95472 

 

Mamiya America Corporation 347-3300 
8 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford 

 

Nikon, Inc 
1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Melville, NY 

 

PDK Labs 777-2477 * 
83 Calvert Street, Harrison, NY 

 

Photo Pro 761-5205 * 
60 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, NY 

 

Photoworks 769-6425 * 
465 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570 

* (restrictions apply) 
 

Minuteman Press 576-0335 
1299 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10804 

www.newrochelle.minutemanpress.com 

Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society 
Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with an asterisk.  


