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www.wpsphoto.ort/AdvertisingRates.htm 

IN FOCUS 
 Now Accepts 

ADVERTISING 
On the web, see 

www.wpsphoto.org/ 
AdvertisingRates.htm 
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It’s the day after our annual WPS 
dinner and I find myself running up 
against our Newsletter Editor’s abso-
lute deadline for writing this column. 
Fortunately for me, he seems as ex-
hausted as I am, having just survived 
the preparations required for our annual 
dinner. It’s still too early for a post 
mortem on the success of the dinner. 
But so far, I haven’t been inundated 
with the usual complaints of bad food, 
cold food, too crowded, slow service, 
not enough parking or it lasted too 
long. 

 What struck me most about this 
dinner was the great spirit of coopera-
tion that we got from our members who 
worked on and worked out various as-
pects of the dinner. It’s normally very 
difficult to get people to volunteer for 
any task, particularly recurring tasks. 

 I’ve sat on many different WPS 
Boards over the past twenty-five years 
and listened to the Board members 
pleading for volunteers to help with 
vital club tasks. Usually the President 
calls for volunteers at the next regular 
meeting, gets no firm commitment 
from anyone and at the next Board 
meeting the Directors decide it’s less of 
a hassle just to do the job themselves. 
Invariably this leads to rapid burnout of 
our Board members and in the long 
run, an alienation of the Board from the 
rest of our members. 

 So it was gratifying to see how 
well we all worked together to make 
this dinner happen. 

It all starts with the competition 
committee members tallying the scores 
from the nine regular competitions to 
determine the High Point of the Year 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Front Cover: Digital Photo 
© by Linda Tommasulo 

Cardinal in Tree 
during Snow Storm.  

See further, p. 5 �

Notice for Mail Recipients of 
IN FOCUS 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Dear readers: Your comments and 
suggestions are always welcome and 
should be addressed as follows: 
· If concerning the WPS Newsletter, 

In Focus, address  comments to 
the editor, Robert Baron  at: 
infocus@studiolo.org  

· If concerning our website, 
address comments to our 
Webmaster, Dick Budnik, at: 
webmaster@WPSphoto.org  

· All other comments should be 
addressed to our President, 
Dick Budnik at: 
dickbudnik@verizon.net  
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I n 1986, one of our members, 
George Bobritzky, an artist 
of some note, drew carica-
tures of several WPS club 

members. Now, twenty years later, 
some of these are still members, 
others have quit or moved away, a 
few have died, and some have lost 
their hair. 
 This drawing is replicated, 
below, with a key to the identities 
of those depicted. I have made my 

best effort to identify those who 
are not named on the drawing. If 
you have corrections, please send 
them to the IN FOCUS editor at 
infocus@studiolo.org. 

A Jeff Telschow?? 
B. Geri Vartanian (dec.) 
C. Lewis Appel 
D. Mike Mason (spelling?)  
E. Peter LaMorte? 
F. Paul Sherman  

G. Ben Edelman 
H. Julius Becker?  
I. Ed Cafferty??  
J. George Potanovic  
K. Dick Budnik 
L. Evelyn Hull? 
M. Marty Kantor 
N. Elliott Topp 
O. Elinor Stecker? 
P. Peter Bevilacqua 
Q. Tony Gezirjian 
R. Harvey Augenbraun 
S. Jimmy Duggan 
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By Martin Kantor 
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November, 2006 
3: Elinor Stecker-Orel. 

“Breaking the rules of Composi-
tion.” The public is invited. 

10: Annual Dinner at Sam’s of Gedney 
Way. See WPS web page for details. 

17: Competition #3. 
IN FOCUS published. 
The public is invited. 

24: Thanksgiving weekend. 
No meeting 

December, 2006 
01: Rick Sammon, "Digital Photography 

Update, 2006". 
The public is invited. 

08: Holiday Party. 
15: Competition #4.  

The public is invited. 
22: Christmas Weekend. No meeting. 
29: New Years Weekend. No meeting. 
January, 2007 
05: To be announced 
12: Enid Alvarez 
19: Competition #5. 

The public is invited. 
IN FOCUS published 

26: Out of the Box 5. 
The public is invited 
Please note: 
The public is invited to all meetings 
except the Annual Members Meeting in 
April. Check WPS website 
(wpsphoto.org) for recent changes. 
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Winners and the winners of the End of 
Year competitions. Using the winners’ 
lists, Lois ordered all of the plaques, rib-
bons, and medals for the awards. In the 
meantime, Jerry, Harvey and Lois wrote 
letters, sent emails and called vendors 
asking for donations for our door and 
raffle prizes. The Board reviewed our 
previous dinners and began looking for a 
new restaurant. Joe and Marty checked 
out several choices before Joe convinced 
the Board that Sam’s was the best 
choice. He then handled all contacts with 
Sam’s including the layout of the room, 
the menu choices and the timing of the 
evening. Jerry and Anastasia inventoried 
all the goodies they had been storing at 
their homes as well as the new donations 
that came in from our vendors and from 
our members (Marty, Deborah, Elinor 
and Lois) and along with Harvey, Mano 
and Elinor schlepped 
everything to Sam’s. 

 The awards were delivered to 
Robert’s home where he and Ruth sorted 
all of the awards into the proper catego-

(ViewFinder: Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Westchester Photographic 
Society wishes to thank the 

following friends and sponsors for 
their generous donation of services 
and merchandise in support of our 

annual dinner. 
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Photographs by 

Lorri Freedman  

Exhibit at Club Fit 
 

Club Fit Jefferson Valley 
600 Bank Road off of Lee Boulevard 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
  

November 2nd to November 30th. 
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selective focus! In Mark’s workshops I 
honed my landscape skills and recently 

panoramas and even night photography. 
For my new entrepreneurial ca-

reer as owner of INC Printing & Graph-
ics in Tarrytown, I returned to WCC to 
hone my skills in Quark Xpress, Illus-
trator and Photoshop. It was there that I 

noticed a Nature Photography class 
taught by Elinor Stecker-Orel. Each 
week we had to shoot one complete roll 
of slides (36…not 24!) of an assigned 
theme. It was challenging, but Elinor’s 
guidance and expertise helped raise my 
photography to a new level. When she 
suggested I join WPS, I did.  Imagine 
my pride when I was selected to exhibit 
my photos along with Elinor’s at the 
Art Gallery at Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve last summer. 

At WPS I was an avid competitor 
in slides.  To my surprise — and glee! I 
took top honors my first year in Salon 
Color Slides. But I remained “analog” 
when WPS “went digital.” I was disap-
pointed that “slide shooters” were 
segregated from the rest of the group 
for competitions, and it was that deci-
sion which prompted me to join the 
New York Botanical/Zoological Photo-
graphic Society (affectionately known 
as the “Zoo Club”).  In retrospect, I’m 
glad that I did.  We meet on Saturday 
mornings twice a month at Fordham 
Prep, across from the Botanical Gar-
dens, from September to June. I com-
pete there in Slides “A” and monthly 
theme. In addition, I’m editor of the 
newsletter, The Iris, and last season 

was the proud recipient of their “Harry 
Michaels Service Award.” 

Yes, I have finally “gone digital.” 
Waiting for a camera that would enable 
me to continue my love of Macro and 
expand my capabilities, I found it in the 
Canon 5D.  The full frame enables me 
to get the same limited depth of field in 
my Macro images that I 
did with the Minolta 
Maxxum 7 (analog), and a 
new 100-400mm lens and 
extenders allow me to get 
some really cool 
bird/nature shots (the 
cover photo is one of 
them). My shooting style 
hasn’t changed. I still like 
to compose in the camera, 
with just a bit of tweaking 
and cropping…no time for 
extensive Photoshop fix-
ing. Being the owner of a 
small business for the last 
10 years leaves me even 
LESS time to pursue my photographic 
passion!  Favorite subjects are still 
flowers, macro and selective focus — 
along with my three grand-nieces, 
grand nephew and 14-year-old puppy, 
Muffin. 

When people ask about my photo-
graphic skills, I credit a good part of it 
to being in a photo club. Continuing 
inspiration from fellow members, a 
willingness to share their knowledge 
and expertise, and the motivation to 
create and grow has definitely made me 
a better photographer. All that, plus the 

added benefit of making some special 
friendships with people who share my 
love of photography. �  

 

L ike my Dad, I’ve had a cam-
era in my hands since high 
school. When he passed away 
at age 86, Dad left us moun-

tains of photo albums — beginning 
with his high school days, through 
World War II and up to the present. Of 
course, these were not “artistic” photos, 

but they were great “grab shots” of 
every conceivable important moment in 
his life and that of our family. 

When my brothers and I got mar-
ried, we all received photo albums 
chronicling our lives from birth to 
marriage. Then I took up the cause.  
When my niece and nephew got mar-

ried, I gave them photo albums too.  
The tradition continued! 

When I moved from Long Island 
to Westchester, my Minolta Hi-Matic F 
point-and-shoot (a gift from Stan Ben-
erofe) was a constant companion. To 
wile away the weekends I would trek 
up to FDR Park and north, often seek-
ing the first snowflakes of winter. Gain-
ing a bit more experience, I took a 
photography course at SUNY-Purchase. 
My Kodachrome 25 slides are still as 
bright and vivid today as they were 
when I shot them back in ’72! How-
ever, there wasn’t a lot of time for 
photography in those days…working 
(very) full time in operations at a major 
corporation 
and advancing 
my education 
in the eve-
nings 
(Associates in 
Accounting at 
WCC) and 
weekends (an 
MBA through 
the Executive 
Program at 
Pace Univer-
sity). 

My creative photographic side 
piqued at a fall weekend workshop in 
the Adirondacks hosted by Adirondack 
Life Magazine. By the first one in 1997 
(I attended three before the program 
was discontinued), I graduated to a 
Minolta SLR. The presentations and 
inspirations of their workshop photog-
raphers opened up a new 
world…Nathan Farb, Gary Randorf, 
Nancy Rotenberg, to name a few. I later 
took three spring workshops with 
Nancy Rotenberg (and husband Mi-
chael Lustbader — both accomplished 
photographers) at their farm in Ali-
quippa, Pennsylvania. The emphasis 
was on Macro…and a new love was 

born. 
I continued to 
hone my skills 
through week-
end workshops 
with Mark 
Bowie (third 
generation 
Adirondack 
photographer) 
and John 
Wazeter 
(photo impres-
sionism).  

John opened up a new world of photog-
raphy for me. I learned how to use 
extension tubes and shoot multiple 

exposures, montages and “Orton” mon-
tages (see “Field of Dreams”). Now 
photo impressionism is a new love of 
mine — right up there with macro and 78�$
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Hudson Valley Hospital Center 
��������	
����
������������������������������
����������������� Pick-up  12/16/06. 

Cancer Treatment and Wellness Center, 
Northern Westchester Hospital 
Exhibit: to-4/30/07. Note Change:Reception: 1/13 
3-5pm. 10-12. Pick-up: 4/30/07, 10:00-12:00. 

Rye Free Reading Room  
Hanging Date is Saturday, January 6th, 2007 
Down Saturday, February 17, 2007 - 10:00 a.m 
January 7 - February 16, 2007 

Hiram Halle Library  
March 3 - April 14, 2007 

Jewish Community Center, Scarsdale 
February 4 - March 16, 2007 

 

(See further: wpsphoto.org/Exhibits.html, and  
www.studiolo.org/WPS/PR/index.htm) 
  

WPS — Member Exhibits 
 

Harry Archer: Media Loft Gallery, 50 Webster 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. to 11/26/06.  

Eileen & Martin Kantor: Rye Free Reading 
Room, Rye, NY. 11/15/06 - 12/15/06. 

Lorri Freedman: Club Fit, Jefferson Valley (600 
Bank Rd, off Lee Blvd.) to 11/30/06. 

Robert Baron: participating in “A Gift of Art,” 
Mamaroneck Artists Guild. 2120 Boston Post 
Rd, Larchmont, NY. 11/15-12/23/06, 1/2/07-
1/4/07. Reception, 12/1/06 - 5:30 - 8:00pm. 
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Competition Results  
10/132006 #2 

 

Judge: Vincent Kempf 
 

Black & White Prints 
1. A. Tang 
1. A. Tang 
1. J. Gordon 
1. R.Baron 
Color Prints—Group B 
1. A. Tang 
2. A. Tang 
2. R. Kimmel 
4. F. Shapiro 
Color Prints—Group A 
1. J. Gordon 
1. W. Kimmel 
3. D. Thornton 
3. J. Gordon 
3. R. Baron 
3. R. Cardinale 
Prints—Open Mind 
[none submitted] 

Slides 
1. Z. Kuo 
2. D. Thornton 
3. R. Micklisch 
4. R. Micklisch 
4. C Gewirtz 
Digital Projector—Black & 

White 
1. A. Raine 
2. A. Harper 
2. H. Augenbraun 
4. D. DiBrizzi 
4. L. Barker 
Digital Projector—Color B 
1. M. Wilson 
2. C. Finley 
2. P. Adamowska 
4. A. Raine 
4. F. Shapiro 
Digital Projector—Color A 
1. A. Tompkins 
2. R. Dublin 
3. R. Dublin 
3. L. Freedman 
3. L. Freedman 
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Digital Projector—Color 
Salon 

1. J. Palmer 
1. A. Reilly 
3. J. Palmer 
4. A. Reilly 
Digital Projector—Open Mind 
1. R. Kimmel 
2. A. Raine 
3. P. Adamowska 
3. H. Thurm 
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ries and then brought them to Sam’s. 
Jane once again prepared all of the cen-
terpieces for the tables. Charlie computed 
the winner of the Most Improved Photog-
rapher award and very patiently collected 
and dispersed all money for the dinner. 
Harry and Charlie volunteered to check 
in our members at the dinner and make 
sure everyone received their door prize 
tickets. Lois sold the raffle tickets. And 
big personal thanks to Walter and Rose 
Ann who very gracelessly volunteered to 
hand out all of the awards at the dinner. 
Even though the dinner is over, the work 
isn’t done. 

Thank you notes still have to written 
to all of our donors and then we can all 
start our planning for next year’s Annual 
Dinner. �  

(ViewFinder: Continued from page 4) 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

Advance Photo Labs 693-0778 * 
909 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley, NY   

 

Color Group 769-8484 * 
168 Saw Mill Rd., Hawthorne, NY 

 

Jake’s Art Center 668-0230 * 
150 North MacQuesten Pkwy, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550 

 

Eastchester Photo Service 961-6596 * 
132 Fisher Ave. Eastchester, NY 

 

Fuji Photo Film 
555 Taxter Rd., Elmsford, NY 

 

Hunts Camera 1-800-924-8682 
100 Main Street, Melrose, MA 

 

Thomson’s Art Supply * 
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601 

 

LowePro USA 
1003 Gravenstein Hwy, North 

Sebastopol, Ca 95472 

 

Mamiya America Corporation 347-3300 
8 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford 

 

Nikon, Inc 
1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Melville, NY 

 

PDK Labs 777-2477 * 
83 Calvert Street, Harrison, NY 

 

Photo Pro 761-5205 * 
60 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, NY 

 

Photoworks 769-6425 * 
465 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570 

* (restrictions apply) 
 

Minuteman Press 576-0335 
1299 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10804 

www.newrochelle.minutemanpress.com 

Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society 
Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with an asterisk.  


