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Photography: 
Solo, Social or Both?

Copyright Notice 

Unless specifically noted herein, all images and 
articles are copyrighted by their respective authors. 
Clip-art is used under license from Microsoft 
Corporation and other sources. This publication is 
copyrighted property of the Westchester 
Photographic Society (WPS) and may not be 
reprinted in whole or in part without its expressed 
written permission, with the usual exceptions for fair 
use as defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

Contact Information

Your comments and suggestions are always 
welcome and should be addressed as follows: 
If concerning the WPS Newsletter, In Focus, 
address comments to the editor at infocus@
wpsphoto.org. If concerning our website, 
address comments to our webmaster, Dick 
Budnik, at webmaster@wpsphoto.org. All 
other comments should be addressed to our 
President, Deborah Cohen.

Weather Notice
If driving conditions are hazardous, meetings 
will be cancelled. Look for announcements of 
Westchester Community College (WCC) 
closings on the following media outlets:

WFAS 103.9 FM /1230 AM, WHUD 100.7 FM
WCBS 880 AM, TV News 12, 
www.wfasfm.com

Members are advised to check their email for 
emergency weather notices from WPS.

October
7 Competition 1B
14 Kah-Wai Lin, PhD, "PSA Benefits"
21 Robert Landis, "Squaring the Circle"
28 Competition 2A
November
4 Show Us What You've Got
11 Walter Kimmel, "Member Photo Review"
13 Annual Awards Dinner (Sunday, 3PM)
18 Competition 2B
25 No Meeting: Thanksgiving
December
2 Neal Rantoul
9 Competition 3A
16 Holiday Party
23 No Meeting: Christmas
30 No Meeting: New Years
January
6 Kah-Wai Lin, PhD, “Filters”
13 Competition 3B
20 Enid Alvarez
27 Showcases
February
3 Theme Competition 1
10 Show Us How You Did It
17 Competition 4A
24 Liza Margulies, “Photographing 
 Animals”
March
3 Anastasia Tompkins
10 Competition 4B
17 Jim Christensen, “Compositing--Expand 
 Your Creative Space!”
24 Competition 5A
31 Out of the Box

Pleaste note:
Check the WPS website (wpsphoto.org) for 
recent changes.

FRIDAY EVENING PROGRAMS
Ron Carran, Editor

Dick Budnik, Web edition

WPS Board of Directors
Dick Budnik, Chairman of the Board,WebMaster

Deborah Lea Cohen, President, Field Trips, 
Publicity Chair

Rafael Molina, Recoding Secretary, 
Community Outreach

Charles Koenig, Executive Vice President, 
Treasurer, Corporate Secretary 

Serge Migdal, Programs
Arnold Breisblatt, Exhibits, Donations

Ron Carran, Newsletter Editor
Walter Kimmel,  Competitions

Joe Pollock, College Shooting Program, 
WCC Liason, Annual Dinner, Mentor Program

Volunteers
Competitions

Rose Ann Kimmel
WPS Official Photographers (“Sharpshooters”)

Arnold Breisblatt, Mano Orel, Melanie Rush, 
Sherm Shiao, Elinor Stecker-Orel, Julie Serenson

Heather Turnbull, Barrington Wright
Guests Greeter

Sylvie Epperly
Hiring Judges

Tom Osbeck
Hospitality

Deborah Cohen, Janet King, Marty Bernstein, 
Fleurlyse Debecki, Jane Gordon & Heather Turnbull

Equipment
Tom Streppone, Joe Ferriera 

Competition Scores Reporting
Bob Piro

Equipment, Projectionist
Jonathan Kaplan

Awards
John Maccanello

Committees
Publicity

Deborah Cohen, Silvie Epperly
Host/Hostess Committee

Deborah Cohen, Sylvie Epperly
Hospitality Coordinators

Deborah Cohen, Janet King, Marty Bernstein
Competition Evaluation Committee

Dick Budnik, Lois Barker, 
Elinor Stecker-Orel, Harvey Augenbraun

newsletter: infocus@wpsphoto.org
www.wpsphoto.org

Westchester Photographic Society
meets 12 months a year, on Friday evenings at 8:00 pm 

(excepting school holidays) in the Technology Building of 
Westchester Community College, Valhalla, NY (across 

from parking lot #11). Guests are welcome.
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Bulletin BoardPresident’s Message

CHILDREN’S ROOM By Erwin Krasnow
Some children were just cleaning up after an art 
workshop.I found the paint splotches irresistible and 
took several images. I then saw the paint brushes and 
took some images of those also. After several weeks
it occurred to me that this would make a great 
montage. After cleaning up the background of the 
paintbrushes I merged the images together in 
Photoshop.This is the result.

I        t was inspiring to spend the annual picnic with WPS members. As you’ll see 
in the article below, we thoroughly enjoyed not only being together in a beautiful 
place, but photographing together was also an educational experience. The clarity 
that photography is both a solo and a social activity was heightened, as it is when 
smaller groups of our members create their own shooting opportunities. 

Solo:  a thing done by one person unaccompanied, in particular.
Social:  an informal social gathering, especially one organized by the members  
  of a particular club or group.

Sometimes is it a better idea to plan a photo shoot with others, such as when 
shooting at night, in lonely areas or where the terrain is not smooth, to name just a 
few. When we plan such outings, we still shoot “solo.” Sometimes that means we 
wander off letting our feet and cameras lead us away from our companions only to 
return exhausted with the joy of our photographic adventures. Other times that 
means staying with one or more companion but shooting different subjects. Still 
other times, we not only stay together, but also “work a subject” together, compar-
ing angles, lenses, camera settings, lens settings and our own positions.

This “professional” camaraderie extends our skills when we quietly go off on our 
personal photographic journeys. We can’t help but use the knowledge gained in 
past social outings. We return better photographers each time. We work our 
subjects in new ways.

The bottom line? To improve our photography, we shoot both solo and socially 
causing us to love photography even more, if that’s possible. To improve our 
photography we are a terrific place to learn from each other.

If anyone has any doubts, just see what we produce for competitions and exhibits!

Warmly,

Deborah Lea Cohen, President

COVER PHOTO

MARKETPLACE

Tokina 16-28mm f/2.8 Lens
$500

Mint condition
ron@roncarranphotography.com

Tamron 90mm 2.8 AF Macro made in 
Japan.  Very good condition.

Nikon 18-200 DX Zoom with AF-S with 
VR. Nikkor label. 3.5-5.6. 

Very good condition.
RobertBlumenthal@msn.com

Dr. Kah-Wai Lin is a world-renowned photographer based in 
New Jersey, USA. Specializing in fine art landscape and travel 
photography, Dr. Lin’s works have appeared in numerous 
publications and exhibitions worldwide. To date, Dr. Lin has 
received over 50 honors and titles of distinction conferred by 
photographic societies around the world, including the 
distinction of Excellence (EPSA) by the Photographic Society 
of America (PSA) and honorary titles by photographic 
societies in the USA, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Cyprus, India, 

Romania, etc. Furthermore, Dr. Lin won hundreds of awards at national and 
international photographic contests and exhibitions including multiple gold medals 
and best of show. Most notably, Dr. Lin was awarded the 1st place International 
Photography Award 2015 (Architecture – Historic) and 3rd place in the world at PSA 
Who’s Who 2015 (Small Color Print). In 2016, Dr. Lin was honored by the appoint-
ment as Artist-in-Residence at Petrified Forest National Park, the most prestigious 
US National Park Service art program.

 Kah-Wai Lin on October 14

Robert Landy on October 21

Robert Landy is a photographer and Professor 
of Educational Theatre and Applied Psychology 
at NYU (http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/faculty/
Robert_Landy).  As an NYU researcher and 
writer, Robert has published and produced 
numerous books, articles, films and plays in the 

fields of Drama, Drama Therapy, Musical Theatre and related topics.  Robert’s 
photographic and computer graphic work has focused on circles, squares, and 
spheres, which emerged spontaneously in response to a major life transition.  His 
talk is titled, “Squaring the Circle: A Creative Arts Therapist and Photographer at 
Play with Circles”, and will include a discussion of the meaning of circles and the 
search for wholeness through art-making.



4  inFocus October 2016 October 2016 inFocus  5

Bulletin Board Competition 1A

NWH Chappaqua Crossing
“Sports Photography”

Exhibit: Sept 15 - Mar 15, 2017

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
"Celebrations"

Take-down: Jan. 9, 2017  from 9:30-10 AM
Exhibit: Jan. 4, 2016 - Jan. 2017

Osborne Rehabilitation Room
Osborne Assisted Living

“Cheerful and Light”
Exhibit: Aug 1 - Sept 16

Ossining Library
“Natural Splendor”
Exhibit: Oct 1-31

Drop-off: Sept 30  at 10 AM
Take-down: Oct 31 at 10 AM

Reception: Oct 16 from 2-4 PM

Greenburgh Library
“A Special Moment”
Exhibit: Oct 11-28

Drop-off: Oct 11  at 10 AM
Take-down: Oct 28 at 10 AM

Reception: Oct 22 from 2-4 PM

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
"American's Parklands"

Exhibit: Jan - Jun 2017 Drop off: Jan 9, 
2017  from 9:30 - 10 AM

Reception: Jan 28 from 3 - 5 PM

Osborne Rehabilitation Room
Osborne Assisted Living

“Photo Inspirations”
Exhibit: Apr - May, 2017

Metropolitan Museum
(www.metmuseum.org)

Diane Arbus: in the beginning
Exhibit: Through Nov 27

Museum of Modern Art
(www.moma.org)

Nan Goldin: The Ballad of 
Sexual Dependency

Exhibit: Through Feb 12, 2017

International Center for Photography
(www.icp.org)

New Exhibition Space–250 Bowery, NYC

Public, Private, Secret
Exhibit: Through Jan 8, 2017

Numerous other exhibits

Museum of the City of New York
(www.mcny.org)

Various Photo Exhibits
(See web site)

New York Historical Society
(www.nyhistory.org)

Photographs by Larry Silver, 1949-55
Exhibit: Through Dec 4

Whitney Museum
(www.whitney.org)

Torbjørn Rødland:
Blue Portrait (Nokia N82)

Exhibit: Ongoing

(Samplings only. Please log on to 
websites to see the entire schedules)

B&H Photo
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/

EventSpace.jsp

Oct 6 Portfolio Development 
 Session 4: It Begins
 with David Brommer, Deborah 
 Gilbert, Lois Youmans, Sandra 
 Carrion
Oct 13 An In-Depth Look into the 
 Sony A7 Series Cameras
 with Gene Szucs

... more online

Adorama
http://www.adorama.com/alc/events

Oct 2 Introduction to Color Mgt.
 with Jeff Rojas

Oct 5 The Essential Elements of Aerial 
 Photography

Oct 7 Lighting in Small Spaces
 with Jeff Rojas
 
... more online

NEW YORK CITY MUSEUMS

WPS FIELD TRIPS

SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS

MEMBER EXHIBITS

WPS GROUP EXHIBITS

Katonah Museum of Art
(www.katonahmuseum.org)

Various Exhibits
(See web site)

Hudson River Museum
(www.hrm.org)

Various Exhibits
(See web site)

Neuberger Museum of Art
(www.neuberger.org)

Various Exhibits
(See web site)

WESTCHESTER MUSEUMS

Field Trip details: 
http://www.wpsphoto.org/#!members-

field-trips/iubyr

Out of NY Photo Conference
www.outofnewyork.com 

October 14-15 NYC
Many noted speakers

PhotoPlus Conference & Expo
http://www.photoplusexpo.com/

October 19-22 Javits Center
Many noted speakers

OPEN MIND

Tom O’Connell: First Arnold Breisblatt: Second Joyce Blumenthal: Third

OPEN MIND

Tom O’Connell: Third Jackie Ross: HM

(Continued on page 8)

In a recent analysis of paintings, it was found that certain subjects sold best or were worth more. 
Some of these are not a surprise. The findings most likely also apply to photographs, so here’s what 
they found:

• A portrait of an attractive woman or a child will do better than that of an older woman or an 
unattractive man.

• Colors matter. From the most saleable to least are red, white, blue, yellow, green, and black.
• Bright colors do better than pale colors.
• Horizontal canvases do better than vertical ones.
• Female nudes do much better  than male.
• Figurative works do better than landscapes.
• A still life with flowers is worth more than one with fruit, and roses are worth more than 

chrysanthemums.
• Calm water adds value (think of Monet’s Water Lilies); rough waterbrings lower prices (think of 

maritime pictures). Shipwrecks bring even less.
• Purebred dogs are worth more than mongrels, and racehorses more than cart horses.
• For paintings that include game birds, the more expensive it is to hunt the bird, the more the 

bird adds to the value of the painting; a grouse is worth three times as much as a mallard.
• Paintings with cows never do well. Never.

What Sells Courtesy of Elinor Stecker-Orel
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ProgramsPrograms

AUGUST 26: OUT OF THE BOX

SEPTEMBER 9: JOHN SLONINA

AUGUST 16: COMPETITION 1A

AUGUST 23: JACK REZNICKI
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Comwpetition 1A (Judge: Jay Matusow) Competition 1A

COLOR B

COLOR B

Bob Cea: First Bob Cea: Second Fuat Baran: Third

Rosemary Cooney: HM Rafael Molina: HM Bob Piro: First

COLOR A

COLOR A

Ron Carran: Second Jackie Ross: Second Martin Bernstein: Third

Bob Piro: Third Jun Shihoten: Third Fran Swirsky: HM

COLOR A

COLOR SALON

Anastasia Tompkins: First Anastasia Tompkins: First Janet King: Second

Harvey Augenbraun: Third Joyce Blumenthal: Third Lewis Bogaty: Third

COLOR SALON

Lewis Bogaty: Third Elinor Stecker-Orel: Third Dennis Thornton: Third

Dennis Thornton: Third Harvey Augenbraun: HM Joyce Blumenthal: HM

COLOR SALON

COLOR SALON



Annual Photography and Epicurean Delight at Caramoor
by Deborah Lea Cohen

E very year, for as far back as 
members can remember, WPS has 
taken a day to totally relax, enjoy 

each other’s company, photograph a 
beautiful location and, of course, share 
delicious food. It was especially nice that so 
many new WPS members took advantage of 
the delightful day this year. 

We’ve gone to various parks around the 
county, and for the past several years, we 
have, thankfully,  been welcomed back by 
the beautiful Caramoor Center for Music 
and the Arts. 

No one can say it better than the WPS 
picnickers/photographers themselves. 
Enjoy our photos and plan to join us next 
year. Our good company is a given and 
the grounds of Caramoor are constantly 
being improved even though that doesn’t 
seem possible. 

Arnold: I really enjoyed our time at the 
Caramoor WPS Picnic. The site was 
beautiful, the weather cooperated and best 
of all, the camaraderie among all the 
members was wonderful. I look forward to 
going again next year.

Chris: Once again, the annual picnic at 
Caramoor was a beautiful day with good (and 
abundant, delicious) food, friends, conversa-
tion and photographic opportunities.

Gary: It was a delightful day in every way.

Greg: It was a weather perfect day with 
plenty of opportunities for photographing.

Jane: We lucked out. The weather cleared 
and the benches and tables were dry by 
11am. The afternoon weather was spectac-
ular. The beauty of Caramoor is too 
wonderful and charming to describe. We all 
sat at a very long table so that nobody would 

be left out and thoroughly enjoyed each 
other’s company. We feasted on appetizers, 
main dishes and desserts, roamed the 
grounds took photos, and had a great day. 
By the time we left it was 4 pm. A lovely day 
with our friends from WPS.

Janet: I’m attaching a picture of some of the 
WPS picnickers as that was the best part of 
the day. (or was it the food) Wait, I think it 
was the great day we have together wherever 
we are! We love to talk with each other, we 
love to eat and of course we love to click 
away and bring home memories of a great 
day with friends in a beautiful place.

Jerry: Another delightful picnic, on another 
super day, totally dry after all the rain, so 
much good food and good talk, and not the 
least, the extraordinary grounds of 
Caramoor. Who could ask for more?

Julie: The Perfect Day: great weather, great 
food, great conversation, great venue.

Marty: Our picnic had all the ingredients of 
a really wonderful time. Take a lovely 
summer day, stir in a bunch of delicious 
food from people who wish to please us and 
then put us all together in lovely interesting 
surroundings. What an enjoyable day with a 
fantastic friendly group we have in WPS.

Nate: Great function. The grounds were 
beautiful. I got to speak to and get to know 
many people I hadn’t spoken to before. 
That was more important to me than taking 
photographs. There was a warmth there. 

Rafael: The 2016 annual WPS picnic on 
Sept, 11 was held on the lovely grounds of 
Caramoor. We could not have asked for a 
more perfect day.The sun was shining and a 
pleasant breeze kept everyone comfortable. 
After a moment of silence to commemorate 
this meaningful date, the members 

commenced to do something WPS is known 
for...eat. The food was plentiful as well as 
delicious and everyone present I can say 
enjoyed themselves. It was a chance to be 
with old friends and make new ones. I’m 
already looking forward to our next one.

Ron: Even though I couldn’t stay to take 
pictures, I had a great time at the warm and 
friendly picnic. Thanks for a well-run, fun 
day at beautiful Caramoor.

Scott: Sun. Sept. 11th, 2016: A relatively 
mild, balmy afternoon- mild breeze, 
pleasantly warm but not hot- plenty of time 
for us to enjoy the lunch, the desserts, and 
to explore the gardens and the sculptures 
on the grounds up in Katonah. Don’t know 
how many more days we’ll have left like this 
in 2016 before the weather turns autumnal 
and cooler. But we’ll have the rest of the 
year to reflect upon our memories from the 
afternoon.

Silvie: Wonderful day together. Always a lot 
of fun, good food and great conversation 
plus a gorgeous location. Love you all a lot!

Tom S: I just walked around after sharing 
food and conversation and took the 
photograph I saw. It was that simple.

These beautiful photos were taken by Tom O., 
Tom S., Scott, Rafael, Marty, Julie V.,  Jerry, 
Janet, Jane, Greg, Gary, Deborah and Arnold.

Hope you are planning to join us at the 
beautiful Untermeyer Park for lunch, 
afternoon and sunset on Sunday, October 
9. Details: http://media.wix.com/ugd/
a1e134_d95391ba20ba42a6ae5
6e89132954144.pdf. Let Deborah know 
if you’ll be joining us for lunch.

Meanwhile, click away at new and 
fascinating subjects!
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A DISRUPTIVE CHANGE IS TAKING 
PLACE in higher education in which 
the focus is turning less toward 
traditional degrees as pathways to 
employment and more towards 
awarding learners with stackable 
micro-credentials that document 
specific, marketable workplace skills. 
These credentials, increasingly offered 
in the form of Digital Badges, are 
growing in popularity outside of 
traditional education as well. Compa-
rable to the paper certificate (Figure 
1), the Digital Badge (Figure 2) 
provides visible evidence of a skill set 
the bearer has demonstrated or 
competency the bearer has earned. 

Unlike the paper certificate however, 
the Digital Badge is encoded with a 
wealth of information about the 
Badge issuer, the criteria for earning 
the badge, specific accomplishments 
the Badge holder has demonstrated 
and perhaps, most importantly, 
specific items of evidence of the 
Badge holders abilities. All of this 
information is available to a potential 
employer by simply clicking on the 
Digital Badge.

Digital 
Badges

In addition to colleges and universities 
such as SUNY Stony Brook, Penn State 
and Colorado State, Digital Badges are 
being offered by corporations such as 
IBM and Oracle to designate certifica-
tion in the use of specific software 
products, by professional societies 
such as the Institute of Internal 
Auditors to indicate the ability to audit 
specific industries and even training 
providers such as Dale Carnegie. 

Writing in the New York Times, 
reporter Kevin Carey wrote (3/5/15), 
“The most important thing about 
badges is that they aren’t limited to 
what people learn in college. People 
learn throughout their lives, at work, 
at home, in church, among their 
communities.” And, I might add, 

people also learn new things, and gain 
skills in camera clubs such as WPS.

At a recent meeting of the WPS Board, 
Clark Thompson and I proposed that 
WPS consider becoming a Digital 
Badge issuer with WPS-branded 
Badges verifying certain competen-
cies such as Macro Photography, 
Sports Photography, and mastery of 
certain software products such as 
PhotoShop or ProShow Gold. WPS 
might sponsor certain workshops, 
such as a 4 hour class Clark and I have 
suggested, followed by a live sport 
shooting opportunity, after which 
participants would submit a portfolio 
of their work for review.  Upon 
successful completion of the work-
shop and successful review of a 

portfolio of work, WPS would issue a 
Digital Badge in Sports Photography.  
Embedded within that Badge would 
be a list of the skills the bearer had 
learned and demonstrated along with 
a portfolio of work. In addition to 
acquiring ribbons for winning annual 
photo competitions, WPS members 
could earn digital badges to reflect 
new photographic knowledge they 
have gained.

A quick search of the internet shows 
that there doesn’t seem to be any 
camera clubs or photographic 
societies that have yet begun offering 
digital badges but I don’t doubt that 
it’s coming and WPS can establish 
itself as a leader in the field.

http://warren351.wixsite.com/nyspw

By Warren Rosenberg



Camera and accessories sales by

Thursday 5:00 pm Dinner Orientation (Sponsored: Hunt’s)

Friday Event Sessions
6:30 am -- Morning Blast-off (field)

9:30 am -- Breakfast (Sponsored: Friends)
10:00 am –Image Review / Q&A / Discussion on Birds in Flight 

11:30 am – Free Time to visit/shop vendor area
12:00 pm -- Free Time (Hot lunch or box lunch)12:00 pm -- Free Time (Hot lunch or box lunch)

1:00 pm – Back out on the refuge for photo opportunities
3:00 pm -- Golden Hour Fly In (field)

5:30 pm -- Dinner at the Refuge (Sponsored: Hunt’s)
6:00 pm – If the weather allows a night shot this evening, presentation on 

night photography (Mark)
6:30 pm -- (optional) Nighttime Photography (field) – weather permitting

Saturday Event SessionsSaturday Event Sessions
6:30 am -- Morning Blast-off (field)

9:30 am -- Breakfast (Sponsored: Friends)
10:00 am – Composition / Creative use of camera settings / B&W (Don)    

11:30 am -- Free Time to visit/shop vendor area (optional box lunch)
1:00 pm – Taking Your Bird Photography to the Next Level (Mark)

2 pm -- Golden Hour Fly In (field)
5:30 pm -- Dinner at the Refuge (Sponsored: Tamron)5:30 pm -- Dinner at the Refuge (Sponsored: Tamron)

6:30 pm -- (back-up) Nighttime Photography (field) (based on weather)

Sunday Event Sessions
6:30 am -- Morning Blast-off (field)

9:30 am -- Breakfast (Sponsored: Friends)
10:00 am – Image review / Portfolio discussion / Free Time / vendor area

11:00 am – PhotoShop/LightRoom Post Processing (Keith)
2:00 pm -- Photography Intensive Concluded2:00 pm -- Photography Intensive Concluded

Holiday Inn 575-838-4600 rate ~$106 /night

Comfort Inn 575-838-4400 rate ~$89 /night

Econo Lodge 835-1500 rate ~$65 /night
just state “Bosque Photography Intensive”

Registration -- contact: Michael.Hanauer@gmail.com
Special Projects Director: Friends of the Bosque   575-835-2448

Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society
*Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with asterisks

** Discounts with WPS identification

A.I. Friedman 937-7351**
431 Boston Post Road, Port Chester, NY 10573

www.myphotocenter.com

Color Group 769-8484*
168 Saw Mill Rd. Hawthorne, NY 10532-1505

http://colorgroup.com

Hunt’s Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main St., Melrose, MA 02176-6104

www.huntsphotoandvideo.com

Thompson’s Art Supply*
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

Photoworks 769-6425
465 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570

*(restrictions apply)

Mano Orel (members only)
Printing, Matting and Framing

Charlie Koenig (members only)
Matting and Framing
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