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Our Tools are Within Us

Each month we’ve been in lockdown, Ron has asked our members to send photos 
of how we are being creative during the pandemic. William Albert Allard, a living, 
prolific author/photographer, gives us excellent advice: 

 “You’ve got to push yourself harder. You’ve got to start looking for pictures 
 nobody else could take. You’ve got to take the tools you have and probe deeper.”

We should look around our own homes for items we take for granted to be the 
basis of our most creative work. Dissect each room for hidden treasures that are 
probably in full view all the time. 

Our most valued tools include, first and foremost, our minds, our eyes, our 
creativity, our openness to finding the beauty and/or the uniqueness of everyday 
objects. 

At this time we can devote more time to developing our processing skills in 
whatever programs we choose. Play with these programs in ways that might have 
been daunting until now...probe deeper to find some fascinating results and others 
that we’ll happily delete….but still we’ll grow.

Whether we go out, safely, or remain at home, we can probe deeper to grow our 
skills while we thoroughly enjoy our craft.

Stay safe, stay healthy, keep shooting…and keep praying to whatever being, idea or 
entity of your choice that a treatment and a vaccine will be found soon!

Warmly,
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President’s Message

COOPER LAKE AT DUSK

By Bonnie Katz
Cooper Lake, just outside of Woodstock, New York is a favorite walking 
and shooting spot for me. When I first used my Panasonic LUMIX 
FZ1000, I felt it could watercolor images. After hours spent photo-
graphing the horizon and the reflection of Twin Mountains on the lake, 
at dusk my photo finally appeared. While I also own Olympus and Sony 
cameras, there’s just something about how the Panasonic with its Leica 
lens captures my vision.

COVER PHOTO
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Copyright Notice 

Unless specifically noted herein, all images and 
articles are copyrighted by their respective authors. 
Clip-art is used under license from Microsoft 
Corporation and other sources. This publication is 
copyrighted property of the Westchester 
Photographic Society (WPS) and may not be 
reprinted in whole or in part without its expressed 
written permission, with the usual exceptions for fair 
use as defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

Contact Information

Your comments and suggestions are always 
welcome and should be addressed as follows: 
If concerning the WPS Newsletter, In Focus, 
address comments to the editor at infocus@
wpsphoto.org. If concerning our website, 
address comments to our webmaster, Dick 
Budnik, at webmaster@wpsphoto.org. All 
other comments should be addressed to our 
President, Deborah Cohen.

September

4 No Meeting: Labor Day

11 Charles Glatzer, “The Comprehensive 

 Wildlife Photographer”

18 No Meeting: Rosh Hashanah

25 Competition 1A

October

2 Jeff Um

9 Competition 1B

16 Ted & Nune, “Fine Art Architectural 

 Photography: From Idea to Print”

23 James Maher, “Street Photography”

30 Competition 2A

November

6 Out of the Box, “PA Treasures Field Trip”

13 Members’ Mix (5 and 20 min 

 presentations)

20 Competition 2B

27 No Meeting: Thanksgiving

December

4 Ashok Sinha, Gas and Glamour,   

 “Roadside Architecture in Los Angeles”

11 Competition 3A

18 Holiday Party

25 No Meeting: Christmas

January
1 No Meeting: New Years Day

8 Competition 3B

15 Art Vaughn, NECCC Print Winners

22 Hazel Meridith, “Creative Plug-ins.”

 Mentoring

29 Competition 4A

Pleaste note:

Check the WPS website (wpsphoto.org) for 
recent changes.

FRIDAY EVENING PROGRAMS

Bulletin Board

MARKETPLACE

TAMRON 16-300 mm PZ LENS for 
NIKON 

in excellent working and cosmetic 
condition: $399.00. Comes with lens 

shade and rear lens cap. 
Please call Mano at 914-271-5542

OrelDigitalPrinting.com

Chas is a Canon Explorer of Light, the group is 
comprised of the most influential photographers and 
cinematographers in the world, each a master of 
their creative specialty.
 Since founding Shoot The Light in the mid-nine-
ties, Chas has cemented his place in the world as one 
of the top wildlife photographers working today. His 

dynamic and inspirational teaching have also made him one of the most 
sought after educators and speakers in his field.
 The depth and diversity of his background make him truly exceptional in 
the world of wildlife photography. Prior to founding Shoot The Light, his 
illustrious career had already included work in portraits, weddings, advertis-
ing, catalog and product, editorial reportage, professional sports, and 
underwater photography. This diverse work experience over his 34 years as a 
professional photographer provides workshop participants and seminar 
attendees with an unparalleled resource.
 Chas’ work has been celebrated internationally with over 40 prestigious 
awards for superior photographic competence demonstrated through 
photographic competition, advanced education, and service to the profession. 
His images are recognized internationally for their lighting, composition, and 
attention to detail and have appeared in many publications worldwide 
including National Geographic, Outdoor Photographer, Popular Photogra-
phy, National Parks, Discover Diving, Smithsonian, Professional Photogra-
pher, Birder’s World, Birding, Nature Photographer, EOS, Digital PhotoPro, 
and many more.
 As an accomplished natural history and keynote speaker, Chas has 
presented at many prestigious events including Explorer’s Club NYC, 
Audubon, Sierra Club, Nature Conservancy, Fuji Professional, Mid-Atlantic 
Photo Expo, NANPA, ASMP, CNPA, GNPA, and PPA. He also continues to 
serve on many judges’ panels for both national and international photograph-
ic competitions.
 Chas’ current Canon equipment includes multiple 1DX Mark III bodies, 
EOS R, 11-24, 16-35 III, 24-70 II, RF 24-105, RF 50 f/1.2, 70-200 f/2.8 II, 400 
f/2.8 III, 100-400 II, 200-400mm f/4L IS USM Extender 1.4X, 600 f/4 III, 
multiple 600EX-RT flashes, 1.4x III and 2x III converters, extension tubes, 
and more. SanDisk Extreme cards are used to capture images. RRS tripods, 
clamps, plates.
 When not behind the camera or computer, Chas can be found on the river 
fly fishing near his home in the beautiful mountains of western North 
Carolina.

Charles Glatzer on September 11
“The Comprehensive Wildlife Photographer”

https://4d028207-c28b-4576-a997-cad089ba64c0.filesusr.com/ugd/a1e134_bfcfe3faeff94a1b9c5f0fa3fb0ed5db.pdf
https://4d028207-c28b-4576-a997-cad089ba64c0.filesusr.com/ugd/a1e134_bfcfe3faeff94a1b9c5f0fa3fb0ed5db.pdf
https://4d028207-c28b-4576-a997-cad089ba64c0.filesusr.com/ugd/a1e134_e9b842d4888b402ab680aad589207e6d.pdf
https://4d028207-c28b-4576-a997-cad089ba64c0.filesusr.com/ugd/a1e134_e9b842d4888b402ab680aad589207e6d.pdf
https://4d028207-c28b-4576-a997-cad089ba64c0.filesusr.com/ugd/a1e134_169cd04f6fff4b5b900b24e70e770cb1.pdf
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Bulletin Board

Northern Westchester Hospital/
Chappaqua Crossing

“Sports/Action or Movement”
Exhibit: Nov 4 - ongoing

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
“Our World of Water”

Exhibit: Jan 13 - ongoing

(Samplings only. Please log on to 
websites to see the entire schedules)

B&H Photo
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/

EventSpace.jsp
check online

Adorama
http://www.adorama.com/alc/events

check online

https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-
field-trips

We're looking for people to 
suggest and organize field trips!

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES

NOTE: 
Some of these museums are tempo-

rarily closed because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Please check their websites 

for more information.

Metropolitan Museum
(www.metmuseum.org)

Photography’s Last Century
Through Nov 30

Museum of Modern Art
(www.moma.org)
 Dorothea Lange

International Center for Photography
(www.icp.org)

 Many online exhibits
Through Dec 31

Brooklyn Museum
(www.brooklynmuseum.org)

See online exhibits

Fotografiska
(www.fotografiska.com/museums/)

Many Exhibits
Check website

New-York Historical Society
(www.nyhistory.org)
Bill Graham and the 

Rock & Roll Revolution
Photography Archives

See online exhibits

WPS FIELD TRIPS

Check out Hunt’s Photo 
Great Education Offerings!
https://edu.huntsphoto.com 

In The American horticultural Society, you get special admission 
privileges and discounts at at more than 320 gardens throughout North 
America and the Cayman Islands through a reciprocal admissions 
program. Locally, Lasdon Gardens in Katonah has just joined this group. 

If you would like to be a member of the American Rose Society, you can 
contact them at www.rose.org, or you can call them at 800-637653. This entitles 

you to a newsletter, email updates, and a chance to display your rose photos on the 
Internet. You can contact the main organization and they will contact a member in 
your area who will come and help you with your rose problems. If they don’t come, the 
main woman checks up on them to see why they didn’t visit you. It’s a network across 
the United States and it is free. This sounds like a win-win situation. Best wishes for 
happy gardening. For questions and to sign up for the Horticultural Society, call area 
703-768-5700, extension 119. The email is www.membership@ahsgardening.org.

From Julie Van Benthuysen.

SpyScape Museum
928 8th Ave, New York, NY 10019

https://spyscape.com
https://spyscape.com
https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-field-trips 
https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-field-trips 
https://edu.huntsphoto.com 
http://www.rose.org
mailto:www.membership@ahsgardening.org
https://spyscape.com


 
WPS Competition News Update

Dennis Thornton

Time of Change
After many years of yeomen service Walter Kimmel has decided to step down from his position as 
competition chairman. On behalf of the entire WPS membership I would like to thank him for his 
excellent stewardship and hours of dedication in making our competitions interesting and rewarding. 

I am assuming that role and will endeavor towards keeping our competitions both rewarding and fun. 
Except for the competition change described below, things will remain pretty much the same. I am in 
the process of updating the Competition Guidelines and Regulations and will distribute that document 
when it is completed. 

Because the pandemic has curtailed our ability to meet in person we have had to suspend our print 
competitions. To adjust to this change my plan is to make the Theme Assignment (TA) category a more 
integral component of our competition schedule. 

What will the future bring?
Instead of the two stand-alone theme competitions per annum that we have had in the past, there 
will now be six (6) Theme Assignment (TA) competitions. They will dovetail with the six established 
Black & White Digital competitions. This will allow us to have the same number (12) total competition 
nights (6 Color Digital & Open Mind nights and 6 BW Digital & Theme Assignment nights). 

Why Theme Assignments?
Theme assignments are extremely popular in the photography world. Lists of either suggested 
self-assignments and/or photo organization assigned topics abounds. There are many photo clubs 
that have long integrated themes into their competition repertoire. Some even have only theme 
competitions.

As we are all aware; it is all too easy to gravitate towards shooting the same subject matter, in the same 
style, which can constrict the scope of your photographic creativity. By taking on Theme Assignment 
challenges the photographer is prompted to expand their cerebral palette by actively searching for 
potential images that will match up with a topical orientation. I hope that everyone will give this 
approach a try. By doing so, you may broaden the scope of your subject matter. Embracing more topic-
oriented projects will be fun, challenge your creativity and be instructional all at the same time.

How will Theme Assignment competition be run?
The Theme Assignment will be run slightly differently than the other pre-established competition 
categories. 

■	 First, there will be a single competition pool, no stratified levels. Just like the Open Mind 
and B&W digital competitions.

■	 Second, each member will be allowed to submit two (2) images per TA competition. There 
will be no make-ups, for obvious reasons. 

■	 Third, each Theme Assignment (TA) competition will be both a stand-alone and 
cumulative. That is, at the end of each TA competition there will be a single “Best of the 
Night” winner and one “Runner-Up”. 
In addition, the scores obtained for each TA competition will go towards a cumulative TA 
tally, just like our other competition categories. 



■	 Forth, at the end of the year there will be awards for each of the TAs individually (“Best of 
the Night” and “Runner-Up”). For those who complete in all six TA competitions, they will 
be eligible for awards for First, Second, Third or Honorable Mention award, based upon the 
participates total score. Just like the other competition categories.

■	 Therefore, it is in the member’s best interest to hang in there and compete in all of the TA 
competitions. But, if not, you still have the ability of getting the “Best of Night” or “Runner-
Up” for any single nights’ competition. There are two ways to participate and two means to 
win. 

■	 Note: There will be no EoY competition for the TA category.

Will I be able to use my Theme Assignment images in other competitions?
Historically, WPS has permitted images produced for a theme competition to be used in one of 
the other regular competitions. This practice will continue with the following proviso. Any given 
TA image will only be allowed to be used in one of the other ( B&W, Color, OM ) categories, for 
that concurrent competition year. The additional caveat being that the image will have to comply 
with any specifications of that category. For example, a TA image that is B&W, but has a selected 
color brought back is fine for the TA competition but would not be allowed in the regular B&W 
competition. But, it could be used in Color Digital. That gives each competitor potentially twelve 
(12) images he/she can dual-purpose. 

Final comments:
While the spirit of Theme Assignments is to prompt us to get out and create new images and not 
just rummage through our old works and re-appropriate them for the theme de jour, that may not 
be realistic goal in our current situation. I will just encourage everyone to just do her/his best to 
get involved, be creative and have fun with the assignments. 

I will be providing both a title for each Theme Assignment and a descriptive write-up, to better 
explain that assignment. This “description” will act as guide for you, and will also be shared with 
that evenings’ judge. Hopefully, this will assist the judge in having a better understanding of the 
intent of the theme and the guidelines our members tried to follow. 

Finally, as we are in the midst of a pandemic and have thus been spending much of our time 
sequestered in our homes, my intent is to create Theme Assignments that can be done either at 
home and/or via short and safe forays from your abode.

If you experience a bit of “photographer’s block” when it comes to a given theme, then you will find 
that ideas and examples, for any of these themes, are just a Google search away.

* I welcome your comments and feedback on these changes and plans. 
* If you have suggestions for future themes, I invite you to send them to me.

dennist@wps.org

October 9, 2020 “Bon Appetite”

mailto:dennist@wps.org
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Signs of the Times

Julie Van Benthuysen

Jackie Ross

Here are a few things that I’ve been doing for the summer. One is lots of fishing with Ron until I couldn’t go on the boat anymore! 
Taking lots of photos of my hummingbirds in the back trying to perfect that! Knee surgery having my meniscus repaired! Having 

my exhibit at Who’s Cooking, and getting ready to sell my cards at the CROTON ART FESTIVAL in September.

Ernie Hammer
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Signs of the Times

Dennis Thornton

Arnold Breisblatt

Barbara Pollack
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Feature

Now that the COVID-19 pandemic is global and most of us are practicing social distancing to help flatten the
curve, that leaves many of us with a lot of downtime.  Welll, this is the perfect time to focus our minds and
attention on some photo projects that can help us become better photographers.

Part of becoming an improved photographer is understanding how to challenge ourselves to put the skills
we've already acquired to the test and acquire new ones that will allow us to expand our boundaries as
photographers.  Many people seem to think is that in order to find a challenge, one must travel to far-off lands
to find material worthy of a photo. In this day and age, that's not a possibility, so turning inward and finding
things to photograph at home is a must for photographers itching to create art. When I photograph these type
of objects that I don't think are super interesting in and of themselves, I like to use some Topaz Filters to
spruce them up a bit and take them to a different dimension. This is just food for thought, and if you are not
very interested in the "creative" aspect and prefer straight photography and editing, I encourage you to edit
however you'd like. I'm simply offering another perspective and showing a program I find user friendly and that
produces some lovely effects.

In that spirit, here are a few simple home-based photography projects that we can easily do in our downtime
and might even get us to think outside the box. There are sooo many different things in our homes at our
disposal, some that are obvious and some we never thought of until now. 

PHOTOGRAPHING  FOOD:
Whether it’s julienned carrots, slices of lemons or little piles of spices, get in close with your camera directly
above the ingredients, get sharp focus using your camera’s live view function, and fire away. Just be sure you
have enough lighting and for this project, try to turn your food into a fine art photo

P H O T O G R A P H Y  D U R I N G  Q U A R E N T I N E

FEATURE
By Anastasia Tompkins
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Feature

Test your ability to create some abstract art by photographing oil and water. It's easier
and even cooler than it looks. Put a colorful cloth or piece of wrapping paper on a
table. Place several drops of cooking oil into a clear, glass dish of water, then set the
dish on top of the cloth or paper. Then, add a light source - a flash or even an
incandescent lamp that can be angled - and capture the striking interaction of these
elements. The results can be breathtaking! This is a way of creating "creative" images
right out of the camera. The colors and textures are so much fun and something
everyone has at home right now. Plus, you’ll acquaint yourself with creating abstract
photos, and you can begin to build close-up or macro photography skills as well.

WHO SAYS OIL & WATER DON'T MIX?!
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Feature

Perhaps the ultimate home-based photography challenge is to make a gorgeous photo out of BORING,
everyday objects or scenes. Why? Without an inspiring subject or great lighting or interesting details, the
onus of creating an eye-catching photo falls even more on our skills as photographers. Instead of
relying on the inspiration we get from traveling to a new place let's really stretch ourselves and take
pictures of things at home we see everyday and try to make those a work of art! Do I have it framed
well? Have I taken it at an interesting angle? Is it more interesting after I've processed it? Look around,
there are a million things to shoot from paint brushes and lightbulbs to a shell you collected on a past
vacation. Let your creativity flow!

MUNDANE TO MARVELOUS
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Feature

This was a fun project that only took  a black background a single light and some incense.
Smoke can be soo beautiful. This image was edited only in camera raw. The colors were
already in the smoke, just enhanced. The true beauty is finding the subtle shapes and
hidden images within the smoke. Some of the results can truly be stunning.

UP IN SMOKE
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Feature

The back yard is also a perfect place to find beautiful and interesting things to shoot. Even if
you live in an apartment, your building has greenery around it, perhaps take a walk to a
small nearby park or why not even take your camera with you next time you go to the
grocery store and snap a few pictures while you're out getting some fresh air. You'll find
flowers, weeds, butterflies, spider webs, fence posts, bugs, leaves and perhaps even a pet
or 2!  Try converting your image to black and white for a completely different look. 
The possibilities are endless.

CHECK OUT THE BACK YARD
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Feature

Last but definitely not least is the intentional set up! Buy some flowers or bring them in from the back
yard,  trot out that old 1st addition book collecting dust on the shelf and shoot it. Play with lighting and
post processing to make the textures and colors shine or add a filter to make the image even more
interesting. Hard to believe that all these things are already in your home, all you need to do is acess
your creativity and you're off and running.

THE STILL LIFE
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Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society
*Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with asterisks

** Discounts with WPS identification
Color Group 769-8484*

168 Saw Mill Rd. Hawthorne, NY 10532-1505
http://colorgroup.com

Hunt’s Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main St., Melrose, MA 02176-6104

www.huntsphotoandvideo.com

Thompson’s Art Supply*
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

inFocus
The Newsletter of the 
Westchester Photographic Society
Ron Carran, editor
P.O. Box 14, Brewster, NY 10509


