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Spring Forward

Today the United States switched to Daylight Saving Time (DST)—except 
Hawaii and most of Arizona (except for the Navajo Nation) as well as Puer-

to Rico, the US Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and American 
Samoa—and we all lost an hour of sleep. And like clockwork, it is time for my 
rant. I just finished setting the three analog clocks, the clock on the microwave, 
and the clocks in all of my digital cameras. And I’ll have to remember to set the 
clock in the Jeep the next time I drive. Thankfully many other electronic devices 
with clocks in them are now obsolete. I no longer have to set the time on an an-
swering machine or VCR, each in its own unique way. 
 For the next two weeks my work calendar will be a mess as British Summer 
Time won’t start for another two weeks, so in the interim we’re off by four hours 
instead of five, and recurring meetings will be at the “wrong” time for one side 
or the other.
 The value of Daylight Saving Time has been controversial. Some justify the 
longer hours of daylight in summer saving on electricity (though others say this 
has been disproven). Some argue it impacts health, leads to an increased risk of 
heart attacks and causes more fatal traffic accidents around the time the clock 
shifts, others mention a reduction in crime. Permanent DST has been suggested, 
with others arguing against children going to school in the dark in winter.
 On the bright side, the switch to DST is a sign that spring is approaching, with 
warmer weather and longer hours of daylight soon to come, irregardless of what 
time your clock says it is. I hope you’ll be able to enjoy more time outdoors doing 
photography! Pro tip: remember to set the clock on your camera if you care about 
the EXIF (Exchangeable Image File Format) metadata in your image files.

Till next time, may you always see beauty in your viewfinder.

–Fuat Baran, President

Copyright Notice 

Unless specifically noted herein, all images and 
articles are copyrighted by their respective authors. 
Clip-art is used under license from Microsoft 
Corporation and other sources. This publication is 
copyrighted property of the Westchester 
Photographic Society (WPS) and may not be reprint-
ed in whole or in part without its expressed written 
permission, with the usual exceptions for fair use as 
defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

Contact Information

Your comments and suggestions are always 
welcome and should be addressed as follows: If 
concerning the WPS Newsletter, In Focus, 
address comments to the editor at infocus@
wpsphoto.org. If concerning our website, 
address comments to our webmaster, Dick 
Budnik, at webmaster@wpsphoto.org. All other 
comments should be addressed to our 
President.

April
1 Arnold Breisblatt, “Update Cell Phone 
 Photography,” Mentoring Session
8 Alison Mees, “Living the African Dream”
15 No Meeting: Easter
22 Competition 5B (+Theme, “Balance”)
29 Annual Members Meeting

May
6 Members 5/20 Minute Presentations,   
 Mentoring Session
13 Competition 6A
20 Mike Harris, “Now You Can Take 
 My Picture”
27 No Meeting: Memorial Day

June
3 Competition 6B (+Theme, 
 “Pepper No. 30”)
10 TBD
17 EOY Competition
24 EOY Party

July
1 No Meeting: July 4
8 Arnold Breisblatt, “Great Local Spots
 to Shoot,” Mentoring Session
15 NECCC Conference
22 TBD
29 TBD

August
5 Arnold Breisblatt, “Preparing 
 Competition Photos”, Mentoring Session
12 Members Process Same Stock Photos
19 Members Critique Your Images, 
 Mentoring Session
26 Ron Landis, “What a Judge Looks For”

Pleaste note:

Check the WPS website (wpsphoto.org) for 
recent changes.

FRIDAY EVENING PROGRAMS

Ron Carran, Editor
Dick Budnik, Web Edition

WPS Board of Directors
Dick Budnik, Chairman of the Board, WebMaster

Fuat Baran, President, Social Media, Publicity
Ron Carran, Corporate Secretary, Executive VP,

Treasurer, Newsletter
Serge Migdal, Programs

Arnold Breisblatt, Exhibits
Joe Pollock, College Shooting Program, 

WCC Liaison, Annual Dinner, Mentor Program
Julie Van Benthuysen, Community Outreach

Dennis Thornton, Competition Chair
Carl Zucker, WPS Community Liaison

Volunteers
Acting Treasurer

Al Sarnotsky
Competitions

Rose Ann Kimmel
Competition Catalog

Jim Christensen
WPS Official Photographers 

(“Sharpshooters”)
Arnold Breisblatt, Julie Van Benthuysen, 

Melanie Rush
Guests Greeter

Silvie Epperly
Judge Coordinator

Dennis Thornton 
Hospitality
Silvie Epperly

Jane Gordon, Julie Van Benthuysen
Equipment

Tom Streppone, Joe Ferreira, 
Fuat Baran, Gregory White 

Competition Scores Reporting
Mark Friedman, Ken Salstrom
Equipment, Projectionist

Jonathan Kaplan
Award Certificates

Ron Carran

Committees
Publicity

Deborah Cohen, Fuat Baran
Social Media

Fuat Baran, Kenny Salstrom
Hospitality Coordinators

Silvie Epperly
Competition Evaluation Committee

Dick Budnik, Lois Barker, 
Harvey Augenbraun

newsletter: infocus@wpsphoto.org
www.wpsphoto.org

Westchester Photographic Society
Meets 12 months a year, on Friday evenings at 7:30 pm 
(excepting school holidays). Meetings are virtual now 

until further notice. Start time is 7:30 pm.

inFocus

Bulletin BoardPresident’s Message

CASCADE OF JONQUILS

By Barbara Pollack
These jonquils come up every year along the path to my front 
door to let me know that Spring has arrived.

COVER PHOTO

MARKETPLACE

A photographic journey through Africa, showing wildlife, conserva-
tion and communities. With lots of stories from the bush. Hear what 
it is like to live and work in a safari camp.

Alison was born in the UK, and from an early age had a passion for wildlife 
and photography. She had a strong desire to be in Africa from a child.
 Over 16 years ago she arrived in South Luangwa, Zambia undertaking 
various jobs including reservations, marketing and hosting and having the 
opportunity to follow her passion in wildlife photography and working with 
the local people of Mfuwe with community and conservation projects. Ali-
son’s dream came true when she became a qualified driving guide in South 
Luangwa. Alison set up a community project with some of the people in 
Mfuwe making elephant dung paper, using the photos she has taken mak-
ing them into cards. During her time in South Luangwa she met Tom, where 
they got married in an Ebony Grove.
 Alison spent 4 years working in the Serengeti, Tanzania. Her passion for 
wildlife and photography keeps growing, spending time with Serengeti Chee-
tah Project learning about individual cheetahs.
 In June 2017 she moved to Mara North Conservancy, Kenya to manage a 
camp with Tom. Alison has the opportunity to continue her own cheetah ob-
servations and studies, working with the Local Masai Community with vari-
ous projects. Still finding time to continue with her passion for photography.
 Due to the pandemic Alison returned to the UK in March 2020. Her love 
and dedication of cheetahs continues and since April 2020 she has been a 
volunteer at CCF UK - Cheetah Conservation Fund. Spending time fund 
raising and delivery of workshops showing her photographs and raising 
awareness of how endangered the cheetahs are in the Wild.
 Alison gained her ARPS on 16th September 2021.

Alison Mees on April 8

COMING UP

Member of

Living the African Dream

On April 1, don’t Miss Arnold Breisblatt’s presentation, 

Update on Cell Phone Photography
Arnold will show you the capabilities of the new 

Apple iPhone 13 Pro Max .

https://www.wpsphoto.org/_files/ugd/a1e134_a22fc06226114106a9eacbbbde1cb864.pdf
https://www.wpsphoto.org/_files/ugd/a1e134_a22fc06226114106a9eacbbbde1cb864.pdf
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Bulletin Board Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri)

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
“The Healing Power of Gardens”

Exhibit: Through June 2022

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
“How Beauty Frames Sculpture”
Exhibit: June 2022 - Jan 2023

Please log on to websites to see the entire schedules. 
Many events are available online.

Hunts
https://edu.huntsphoto.com

check online

B&H
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/

EventSpace.jsp
check online

Adorama
http://www.adorama.com/alc/events

check online

https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-
field-trips

More Photo Opportunities 
in the Field Trip area.

Metropolitan Museum
(www.metmuseum.org)

Cruel Radiance: Photography, 
1940s-1960s

Through May 1, 2022

Museum of Modern Art
(www.moma.org)

Photography Exhibits

International Center for Photography
(www.icp.org)

New Exhibits through May & June, 2022

Museum of the City of NY
mcny.org

Celebrating the City
Ongoing

Hudson River Museum
hrm.org

The World of Frida
Through May 22

ArtsWestchester
https://artswestchester.org/events/pho-

tography-exhibition-2-2022-03-26/
Jill Freedman: Hello + Goodbye

Through April 17

WPS FIELD TRIPS

AREA MUSEUMS/GALLERIES SEMINARS/WORKSHOPSWPS GROUP EXHIBITS

WPS MEMBER EXHIBITS

Watch for new member exhibits

DIGITAL B&W

Dennis Thornton, First
All Seated

Julie Van Benthuysen, First
Coming Up Spades

Carolyn Colella, First
Entrance

Harvey Augenbraun, First
Prancing Snowy

NOTICE

Annual Membership Meeting:
Vote for Board Members

April 29, 2022

The annual membership meeting of WPS will be held on April 28, 2017, at 7:30 pm. We will be voting 
for the WPS Board of Directors. Only members as of the record date of March 1, 2022 are entitled to 
vote. You must be present to vote. At the Annual Meeting members may vote for other matters that 
are brought before them. If you wish to submit an item for action at the Annual Meeting, you must do 
so—in writing to the Board—before April 8, 2022 so it can be placed on the agenda. No topics will be 
accepted from the floor at the Annual Meeting. Brief biographies of the candidates will be published in 
the April issue of inFOCUS.

WPS FIELD TRIP
Jackie Ross will lead a field trip to 

PepsiCo Sculpture Garden 
700 Anderson Hill Rd Purchase NY 10577 

Saturday April 23 2022 with a rain date of Sunday April 24. 

Please meet at 10:00 AM at the PepsiCo Visitors Center.

https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-field-trips
https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-field-trips
http://mcny.org
https://mamaroneckartistsguild.org/
http://mcny.org
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Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri) Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri)

DIGITAL B&W

Carolyn Colella, First
Weeping Tree

Jennifer Dooley, Second
Light at the End of the Tunnel

Jennifer Dooley, Third
Down, Right and Crooked

DIGITAL B&W

Jun Shihoten, Third
Eagle

Lois Barker, Third
Lower Manhattan

Carol Solomon, Third
Moving Through...



8 inFocus April 2022 April 2022 inFocus 9

Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri) Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri)

DIGITAL B&W

Patricia Davis, Third
Service

Jackie Ross, Third
Sightseeing

Barbara Kapetanakes, HM
Farm Plate

DIGITAL B&W

Harvey Augenbraun, HM
Hat on a Wagon

Julie Van Benthuysen, HM
Magic Mushroom

Dennis Thornton, HM
Spiral Staircase

Leon Zelazny, HM
The Attorney
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Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri) Competition 4B (Judge: Nick Palmieri)

THEME: NEGATIVE SPACE

Leon Zelazny, First
Bridge

Dennis Thornton, First
Oyster Catcher

Linda Austrian, Second
Reflected Sunset

Dennis Thornton, Third
Croton Dam Awash

THEME: NEGATIVE SPACE

Carolyn Colella, HM
Chairs

Anastasia Tompkins, HM
Cuba

Barbara Kapetanakes, HM
Floating Leaf

Anastasia Tompkins, HM
Nickerson Beach



12 inFocus April 2022 April 2022 inFocus 13

I know that Everybody had a hard year weathering through the pandemic. 
And, Everybody had a wet dream hoping for a return to normality. 

Little darling, it’s been a long cold lonely winter but Here Comes the Sun. I’m announcing 
an event that will be like memorable music to your ears and get you to pull your socks 
up and put your foot down. Oh yeah. 

After, a COVID imposed hiatus, The New England Camera Club Counsel (NECCC) 
is set to host the 75th annual photography conference, live, on the campus of UMass, 
Amherst, MA on the weekend of July 15-17, 2022. And I say it’s all right.

If you have not attended one of the previous live conferences you just don’t know how 
fantastic they are. Once, there was a way to get back homeward and the NECCC weekend 
is like a homecoming. Like A Taste of Honey, it’s two plus days brimming with hands-on 
instruction, photo opportunities, competitions, and a host of top tier presenters. The 
conference co-chairs Lisa & Tom Cuchara have packed the weekend. They describe it as 
“an amazing immersion of photography.” Nothing’s gonna change my world, but you and 
I will have an array of things to do from 7am until 11pm. The organizers sing out that 
there will so many things to do, from morning till the end of the day, that you will have 
to rest, at night, to get the kinks out of your feet and have Golden slumbers fill your eyes.

I’ve got a feeling, a feeling I can’t hide. The Bard told us that the times they are a-changin’ 
and sadly 2022 is being presented as the last in-person conference. Come gather ‘round 
people, so I can tell you more about NECCC. Previous conferences have drawn over a 
thousand attendees who became like an extended family, sharing their enthusiasm for 
photography. I’ve got a feeling; I think that everybody knows, that the tireless efforts of 
Susan Mosser, the other NECCC organizers and a small army of dedicated volunteers 
accomplished a stellar run of 75 years. While too numerous to name, they ALL deserve 
praise and thanks for their yeomen service.

While it’s sad that All Things Must Pass, we shouldn’t dwell on the thought of Maxwell’s 
Silver Hammer coming down on our heads but embrace the opportunity of having a 
great time at the 75th “extravaganza.” While you can visit the NECCC website (www.
necccphotoconference.org) for full details, I will give you a synopsis of the “over 200 

things to do. Well, you can celebrate anything you want, but nothing beats the scope and breadth 
of a NECCC weekend. Although everyone may not travel from Across The Universe, attendees 
do come from far and wide.

Jo Jo was a man, Who thought he was a loner. But he knew it couldn’t last. Jo Jo left his home in 
Tucson, Arizona, For some NECCC class. 
Get back, Get back. Get back to where you once belonged.

The conference proper commences Friday afternoon and goes full tilt until Sunday afternoon. 
But, there are pre-conference activities, on Friday morning, well worth your attention 
and attendance. Those who have previously attended know that NECCC is one of the best 
photographic experiences available. There is something for everyone. NECCC offers lectures, 
instructional presentations for all skill levels, along with showcase presentations that will 
inspire you to take your own stunning images. I only send you my invitations, to bring your 
camera to take advantage of these events. Opportunities to try out camera equipment see new 
products and buy whatever your heart desires. So plan to join us and Come together and enjoy 
the festivities.

The general registration fee for 2022, for all 3 days is $205, if paid by June 26. The fee increases 
to $245 after June 26, per individual. There is no group discount this time. Boy, you gonna 
carry that weight. Your individual registration covers all of the regular presentations and 
miscellaneous activities for the weekend. You don’t have to Dig a Pony to get hooked on the 
prospect of attending. There will be additional charges associated with the pre-conference 
workshop. Check website for specifics. On the NECCC website you will also find information on 
the various programs, activities, bios for the speakers, housing options, meal plans, cancellation 
policy and instructions for parking in the Campus Center Garage, COVID policy and much 
more.

Starting on Friday morning (8:30 – 11am) there will be 12- Pre-Conference Workshops & Image 
Critiques. Each of the THREE “Featured Speakers.”Scott Kelby, Frans Lanting and Billie Weiss 
will be among those who will give an in depth presentation on their area of expertise. There will 
be talks on Photoshop, Focus Stacking, Luminosity masks, NikDxo Software along with hands 
on instruction and photo opportunities to shoot butterflies, raptors and macro subject matters. 
There are also individual photo critiquing sessions. Well, you can imitate everyone you know but 
it’s an invaluable experience to receive an in-person critique of your work. In a 45 min. session 
you can have 15 of your images assessed, one-on-one by one of the conference presenters. Oh 
darling, please believe me, I’ll never do you no harm when I encourage you to sign up for one of 
these special learning opportunities. There is a variable charge for these activities so check the 
website for specifics. There is a reduced fee for all sessions if you signup before June 26.

 I said move over once, move over twice to catch the one after 909 and to arise early Saturday 
morning too. A total of 18 Photo Walks are scheduled. Small groups will accompany individual 
conference presenters around the campus. Each instructor will provide expert advice on some 
aspect of photography. Didn’t anybody tell her that while included, with your paid registration, 
these activities are very popular so sign up early to reserve you most desired selection.

We would be so happy you and me, knowing that there are another 17 conference workshops 
that will be held at various times over the weekend. Oh what a joy for every girl and boy, as there 

Get Back, Get Back
Get Back to Where You Once Belonged

Get Back to NECCC in 2022
Dennis Thornton

http://www.necccphotoconference.org
http://www.necccphotoconference.org
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will be model shoots, an architectural photo walkabout, a macro session, floral post-processing 
techniques, sessions on learning to critique your own work, understanding the building blocks 
of visual design and several opportunities to have hands-on instruction. Rolling along, on 
Saturday evening when there will be several night photography workshops. And now, your 
host for this evening will provide a beggars banquet of photographic opportunities, including 
knowing the proper camera setting for shooting at night, working with models and learning 
how to light paint. Joan was quizzical trying to choose which sessions to attend.

Oh darling, in addition to presentations, there are photographic opportunities. “Photo 
Ops.”provides you with expertly orchestrated opportunities to capture abstract and other non-
flower macro subjects, a flat lay photo ops, therapy dogs and flower set-ups. Because these setups 
are wholly prearranged, they are not allowed in WPS competitions. But it is a fun experience 
and a great way to learn how to construct your own setups at home. Because the sky is blue, there 
are outside models along with an array of bedecked character models to photograph, over the 
weekend…aaaaaaahhh. Model images are acceptable in WPS competitions. 

Sweet Loretta Modern thought she was a women, who already had all the great shots. All the girls 
around her said she’s got it comin’ when the groovy set-ups in Photo-Ops awed her. Get back 
babe whoo, get back. Get back to where you once belonged.

There is an impressive vendors section where brand name manufactures show and sell their 
wares. Gary from Hunt’s always makes great deals available. Trade in old equipment and buy 
new stuff. You never give me your money; You only give your funny paper. But, it’s time You break 
down and treat yourself. 

Just Gimme Some Truth about the several well-known camera and lens manufacturers scheduled 
to be there. Some will have a weekend loaner program where you can take out their equipment 
for a test drive. Representatives from software producers, photo tour groups and other must-
have equipment makers are scheduled to be there. We will have to await updates on how the 
vendor section of the conference will fill out. For newcomers, who came in through the bathroom 
window, there is a special welcoming program for first time attendees. 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it, Extra! Who would have known that in addition to all the great 
stuff mentioned there would be more. It will be like a miracle cure for even the deaf and blind. 
Hear Me Lord; there will be a special Showcase of images by NECCC photographers. Each 
registered attendee will receive a free 75th anniversary gift. On Saturday night there will be an 
honors presentation program, along with special door prizes (you have to be present to win). 
The Two Of Us can listen to the evening’s featured speaker, Billie Weiss, sponsored by Nikon. 
The title of is talk is: Stories Behind the Images: Lessons from a Life in Adventure Photography. 

Dig It, the early Sunday morning solitude will be broken by the clanging of steel upon steel as 
the Hunt’s sponsored Knights of Gore will present themselves in authentic medieval armor. 
Members of this sports club will first engage in forceful individual combat bouts followed by a 
full on mêlée’. Survivors will hang around for portrait opportunities. So, Heavy, heavy, heavy. 

Another must-do activity is the NECCC Print and Digital competition program. Images 
submitted by attendees are always impressive in quality. The Print competition is much more 
than You and me chasing paper. The submitted images are worth the time to view and to 
appreciate the power of the printed image. The memories from past print competitions are 
Longer than the road that stretches out ahead. The Digital competition has two categories: Open 
and Nature. Remember, you have to be in it to win it. This is a great opportunity to expand your 

competition sphere. Submit your images in all four categories: Digital: Open & Nature; Print: 
B&W & Color. Be sure to check the rules on the NECCC website.

It’s driving me mad. July can’t get here soon enough. Go to the NECCC website (www.
necccphotoconference.org) and complete your registration form. Please be informed, this 
is a popular event and motels in the area fill up quickly. She’s so Heavy, Deborah Cohen has 
information about special motel rates. But, the number of rooms is limited so don’t delay. There 
is also lodging accommodations through UMass conference services. Air-conditioned rooms 
and food programs are available. Check the website for specifics. You know I believe and how, 
this weekend is so much fun, it will keep you in the pink and you will be singing out to all your 
friends, I wish you were here. 

I Told You Before, that despite the sad prospect of NECCC, as we have known it, will come to an 
end, I’m sure that the 75th anniversary conference will be spectacular. 

Please believe me, NECCC is an event not to be missed. All of your friends and important 
people will be there, the Sun King, Maggie Mae, Polythene Pam, Mean Mr. Mustard, Maxwell, 
Her Majesty who’s a pretty nice girl, and many of the rock stars from across the photography 
universe. Heat up and can your plans of going up the country. Let it Be, put on your blue suede 
shoes and make the journey. No matter if you have to travel Across The Universe, take The Long 
And Winding Road, or walk barefoot across Abbey Road, just be sure to join I Me Mine to Come 
Together to Dig It and celebrate The End of an era.

Don’t let me down and quit the band before the last performance. All I want is you, to register 
and attend. Come Together with your friends and fellow photographers to celebrate this final 
in-person conference. 

Go up to the rooftop and sing out, Get Back yeah whoo, get back; Get back to where you once 
belonged. Whooo, Get back Loretta, Your mummy’s waiting for you with your registration in 
hand. Get back yeah, get it all back. Get back to where you once belonged.

Get back to NECCC in 2022!

Epilogue: Don’t Freakout and believe the rumor that NECCC is dead. Isn’t It A Pity that All 
Things Must Pass and that this will be the last in-person performance. But, Life Goes On and we 
can only hope that the NECCC Steering Committed will consider and pursue alternatives for 
the future. 

Important Note: NECCC activities will be held on the campus of UMass, Amherst. At the time 
of this publication, the conference will be required to follow UMass, Massachusetts State and 
CDC guidelines policies. Currently, attendees will be required to submit proof of vaccination at 
the time or registration. I encourage you to check the NECCC website for the latest updates on 
this issue. Additional information about speakers and vendors is likely to be made available as 
the conference dates draw nearer. 

Additional Note: Captions in italic reflect dialogue, song titles and/or lyrics from songs 
appearing on The Beatles three-part documentary “Get Back.”

Fun Note: In addition to the “Fab Four,” there are five era groups plus one alluded to. Can you 
identify them?

http://www.necccphotoconference.org
http://www.necccphotoconference.org
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Feature Feature

A Guide to Photography Competitions and 
Companies Which Sell Stock Images (part 2)
By Scott Benowitz

Urban Photography:

The DotART Cultural Association (the “DotART Associazi-
one Culturale”), which is located in Trieste, Italy hosts the 
annual Urban Photo Awards competition. If you want to 
view the pictures which people have taken in cities through-
out the world which have been accepted into this year’s Ur-
ban Photo Awards competition as well as read the details of 
how to submit some of your pictures into next year’s com-
petition, the website of the Urban Photo Awards competi-
tion is urbanphotoawards.com. 

Novelty Photography Competitions:

Sometimes, people who work at photography magazines and 
websites for photography enthusiasts devise ideas for photog-
raphy competitions which are intended to get people to try 
something which will be entirely new for them. 
 For example, last year the editors of the Emulsive website 
hosted their “2021 Shitty Camera Challenge.” No, the editors of 
Emuslive weren’t looking for people to submit the worst photos 
that you’ve ever taken, they were encouraging people to take 
photos with homemade cameras, obsolete cameras and camer-
as which were priced in the bargain bin range. This may sound 
counterintuitive, but you can actually learn certain aspects of 
optics by using cameras which received very poor reviews and 
which professional photographers would never intentionally 
touch. Emulsive’s 2021 Shitty Camera Challenge has concluded, 
but if you’re interested in novelty photography competitions, 
keep searching for the through google, bing and yahoo at least 
once each week. There have been several other novelty photog-
raphy competitions in previous years, and I suspect that there 
will likely be more novelty photography competitions again 
hosted on various websites in the near future.
 Novelty photography competitions are usually intended to 
encourage people to view the world around us in notably new 
ways, I find that this sort of out-of-the-box thinking can be po-
tentially useful for both very experienced professional photog-
raphers as well as for beginners who are just beginning to prac-
tice photography.

All Other Genres And Subgenres Of 21st Century Photography:

The competitions that I’ve mentioned are only a small handful 
of the monthly and annual photography competitions which 
are available now. In addition to the competitions which I’ve 
mentioned, there are also quite a few other competitions avail-
able for some of the subjects that I’ve mentioned. 
 You’ll notice that I’ve also not yet mentioned aerial photog-

raphy, architectural photography, aviation photography, fash-
ion photography, macrophotography, microphotography, pho-
tojournalism, portrait photography, railroad photography, 
street photography or abstract images (the “Open Mind” cat-
egory in our monthly competitions). There are competitions 
available which enable photographers to submit pictures from 
almost every genre and subgenre of photography. 
 The Photocrowd website offers opportunities for people to 
submit photos of a very broad variety of subjects to their on-
line contests, you can view their online galleries, categories and 
rules regarding submitting your photos from their website, 
www.photocrowd.com/photo-competitions. 
 The editors of the Fotoroom website also post a very com-
prehensive list of photography competitions throughout the 
world for people who are interested in quite a variety of dif-
ferent genres and subgenres of photography which are cur-
rently available. Fotoroom’s list of photography competitions 
is fotoroom.co/photography-awards-competitions. 
 Smithsonian Magazine also hosts their annual Smithso-
nian Magazine Photo Contest, which includes categories for 
a wide variety of subjects from a number of different genres 
of photography. The online gallery as well as the details 
about how to submit some of your photos to the Smithso-
nian Magazine’s annual photography contest are available on 
the magazine’s website, photocontest.smithsonianmag.com/
photocontest.

 Please note that the rules vary among the different photog-
raphy competitions that I’ve mentioned. Some of the compe-
titions that I’ve mentioned are only virtual, they display the 
images that they accept only on their websites. Other competi-
tions have annual exhibits which are displayed in various mu-
seums throughout the world, and the people who organize 
some of the competitions that I’ve mentioned publish a book 
every year in which they include all of the pictures which were 
displayed in their exhibits. In some of the competitions that 

I’ve mentioned, the people who organize the competitions also 
print a series of postcards which show the images that were in-
cluded in the exhibit, and people who view the exhibit can pur-
chase postcards as well as prints of the images which are ac-
cepted for display in the exhibits.
 Some of the competitions that I’ve mentioned are open to 
anyone who wishes to submit their photos, while others are in-
tended specifically to allow amateur and hobbyist photogra-
phers to have an opportunity to show some of our photos to 
the world, and so the rules of some of those competitions state 
that professional photographers are not permitted to enter. 
Most WPS members are hobbyists, but there are a few WPS 
members who have worked as professional photographers. 
 In some of the competitions that I’ve mentioned, entrants 
are permitted to submit photos that you’ve taken anywhere 
in the world at any time, while others have rules which state 
that you can only enter photos which you’ve taken within the 
past 12 months. Some of the wildlife photography compe-
titions have rules which state that photos of animals which 
are in captivity can only be submitted into some categories, 
and that photos of animals which are not wild cannot be sub-
mitted into many of the categories in some photography 
competitions.
 Some of the competitions that I’ve mentioned are daily 
competitions (such as the NASA Astronomy Image Of The Day 
for example), others are monthly, and others are annual. Some 
of these competitions offer monetary prizes or they award 
packages of promotional merchandise to the photographers 
who have photographed the images that they select, while in 
other competitions, the competitions’ showing your photo on 
their website or in a museum is the award in itself.
 Some of the photography competitions that I’ve mentioned 
have application fees which you’ll need to pay in order to sub-
mit your photos, while others are free to enter ($0.00). The ap-
plication fees are usually not terribly expensive, but for the 
contests that do have application fees, you will need to be cer-
tain to pay the application fees by the deadline in order for 
your images to qualify for the competitions’ judges to view 
your pictures. 
 Some of the photography competitions which I’ve men-
tioned have categories which are intended specifically for 
young photographers (there are age group categories for peo-
ple who are under the age of 18 in some photography compe-
titions), while for legal reasons, the rules of some of the oth-
er competitions that I’ve mentioned state very specifically that 
only people who are age 18+ are permitted to submit photos 
for entry. 
 Therefore, you need to read through the rules very careful-
ly before you select photos that you want to submit into these 
various photography competitions. You need to make certain 
that you are eligible to participate in them, you need to make 
certain that your pictures meet their eligibility criteria and you 
need to pay close attention to submission deadlines.
 The rules for all of the competitions that I’ve mentioned will 
state specific requirements regarding what kind of software you 

are permitted to use, the size of your images (resolution, size, 
dpi, etc.) as well as the information that the competitions re-
quire you to send to them along with your photos (i.e., the spe-
cific locations where you took your photos, the dates that you 
took your photos, the make and model # of your camera, your 
lenses and your flash, the software that you’d used to edit your 
pictures as well as a brief description of the reasons that you 
found the subjects of your photos to be visually appealing to 
you, etc.).
 Some of the photography competitions that I’ve mentioned 
have been temporarily suspended for 2022 due to the current 
global pandemic. Obviously, no one anywhere in the world re-
ally has any idea when the pandemic will end, the news about 
the current developments and research seems to change al-
most every day now. If you find a photography competition 
which appeals to you and you discover that the people who 
host the competitions that you’re interested in have temporar-
ily suspended the competition due to the current pandemic, 
don’t panic- the people who host the competition will resume 
hosting it whenever it becomes safe for them to do so. Ev-
ery institution and organization in the entire world is present-
ly understaffed, and photography museums and photography 
magazines have been affected by the covid pandemic as much 
as everyone else has.

If Competitions Don’t Appeal To You, There’s Also The Option To 
Sell Some Of Your Photos As Non Copyrighted Stock Images:

Some of the competitions that I’ve mentioned are very com-
petitive. Some of the competitions that I’ve mentioned re-
ceive many thousands of submissions and they can only accept 
a limited number of photos to include in their daily, month-
ly or annual exhibits. Another alternative for sharing your pho-
tos with the world is to sell your photos to companies which 
sell stock images. The executives and administrators who own 
the companies which sell stock images know that somewhere 
in the world there are people who are likely to be interested in 
photos of almost every possible subject, so you can sell photos 
which you’ve photographed quite a variety of subjects to the 
companies which sell stock images.
 Please note that in some of the photography competitions 
that I’ve mentioned you still retain the copyrights to your im-
ages if they accept your photos into the competitions. By con-
trast, when you sell your pictures to companies which distrib-
ute stock images, the companies whom you sell your photos 
too will own the copyrights to your photos. Once they pur-
chase your photos from you, they will post your photos onto 
their websites and then anybody throughout the entire world 
can purchase those photos for their own uses. If you’re inter-
ested in learning more about selling some of your pictures to 
companies which sell stock images, you can peruse the web-
sites of some of the companies which sell non copyrighted 
stock images such as Alamy (www.alamy.com), iStock by Get-
ty Images (www.iStock.com), Shutterstock (www.shutterstock.
com) and 123RF (www.123rf.com).

https://www.dotart.it/
https://urbanphotoawards.com/
https://emulsive.org/
https://emulsive.org/articles/the-anti-contest-contest-say-hello-to-the-shitty-camera-challenge
https://www.photocrowd.com/
https://www.photocrowd.com/photo-competitions
https://fotoroom.co/
https://fotoroom.co/photography-awards-competitions
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
https://photocontest.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/archive/
https://photocontest.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/archive/
https://photocontest.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/
https://photocontest.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/
file:///C:\Users\owner\Documents\photography%20documents\www.alamy.com
file:///C:\Users\owner\Documents\photography%20documents\www.iStock.com
file:///C:\Users\owner\Documents\photography%20documents\www.shutterstock.com
file:///C:\Users\owner\Documents\photography%20documents\www.shutterstock.com
file:///C:\Users\owner\Documents\photography%20documents\www.123rf.com


From the fall of 2011, I have been a 
proud member of the WPS and have 
served on the Board of Directors for 
the last five years. My primary re-
sponsibilities include handling the 
member group exhibitions and 

photographing as a “sharpshooter” our live meetings, 
events and parties. In addition, I volunteer as a mentor 
to members teaching basic photographic techniques 
on how to take better pictures and Photoshop Ele-
ments post processing. As a graduate of Pratt Institute, 
I have worked as an Art Director and in marketing com-
munications during my professional career. In addition, 
I love to participate in the club’s competitions, exhibits, 
field trips and get togethers.

WPS Annual Membership Meeting
April 29, 2022

 Brief biographies of the candidates for the Board of Directors are following 

(in alphebetical order)

Arnold Breisblatt

Julie Van Benthuysen

Ron Carran

Dennis Thornton

Carl Zucker

Serge Migdal

Fuat Baran

Joseph Pollock

I have been a member of WPS for ap-
proximately 7 years. My photography 
had an inauspicious start with a Kodak 
Instamatic. Though still inauspicious, 
WPS has helped me to improve my 
Photography dramatically. I most en-

joy landscapes, animals and sports most. I enjoy my trips 
out west with visits to Utah, New Mexico, Montana and a 
three month stint working at Yellowstone (highly recom-
mended). You will find me around the club helping Jon set 
up and hanging exhibits. I manage the Sports exhibit at 
Northern Westchester Hospital Chappaqua Crossing Facili-
ty. I am currently the program director for the club. I would 
like to continue to build on our success in obtaining out-
standing speakers and help WPS gr ow and prosper.

Nature photographer, Digital Photog-
raphy Instructor at WCC, 1998-2002, 
Greenburgh Seniors Center, 2002-22, 
Photography/Photoshop/Lightroom 
tutor, digital imaging services, com-
puter consultant, retired chemist, WPS 

member since 1983, Board Member,1983-98, 2000-22; 
Competition Scorekeeper, 1990-2010, Acting Competi-
tion Chair 2019-20, Created WPS, Color Camera Club, 
Rockland Camera Club, DRPP web sites; Webmaster, 2000-
22; Online Newsletter Editor, 2000-22; Chairman of the 
Board, 2006-22; President, 2006-10; Executive VP, 2003-06; 
Asst. Treasurer, 2000-04; WPS Lecturer, 1986-2022; Corpo-
rate Secretary, 1993-98; VP for Communication Coordina-
tion, 1990-98; Recording Secretary, 1992-98; High School 
Competition Judge; Newsletter Committee, 1990-98; Ex-
hibits Chairman,1990-91; Exhibits Committee,1987-2002; 
Photoday Lecturer; Mini-Photoday Lecturer; Photoday 
Committees; WCC Exhibit Committees; competition 
judge and lecturer at CCC, BZCC, NJFCC, field trip leader, 
critique panelist; question and answer panelist, mini-Pho-
toshop instructor, showcase presenter, digital imaging 
lecturer, Olympus M43 Expert/Fanboy (and probably the 
only one to have actually read the manuals).

I’ve been a member of WPS since 
2004, after rekindling a love of pho-
tography that had been dormant 
since I was young. In between, I pur-
sued a career in music, first teaching 
in public schools, then owning a re-

cording studio for many years. My interests then turned 
to computers, where I have been a software developer 
and graphic designer for over 30 years. In the last 20 
years, with the growing popularity of digital, I became 
totally immersed in photography again. I love shooting 
landscapes and am particularly attracted to the shapes 
and textures I find as I travel in the western US. I de-
signed WPS’s new brochure, logo and new web site, 
have been the InFocus newsletter editor for the last ten 
years, and would love to serve for another term on the 
WPS board.

I have been a member of WPS since 
2014. I have a generalist interest in 
photography and dabble in many ar-
eas from nature to macro photogra-
phy, digital and film, and have several 
long term “projects” such as my “One 

Photo a Day” project. At WPS I have volunteered in the 
past as sharpshooter, and help out with the projection 
equipment and have maintained the WPS’s social media 
presence (Facebook, Instagram) for several years. I joined 
the WPS board in 2021.

I’m new to the board and would like 
to continue to serve. I have a varied 
background which I think has pre-
pared me to contribute. I graduated 
from Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy with a BFA in Photographic Illus-

tration in 1970. I subsequently worked assisting NY 
photographers eventually becoming a member of the 
Directors Guild of America as a Location Manager and 
Assistant Director. In this capacity I worked for twenty 
years on nine feature films and produced over 150 TV 
commercials as Producer and 1st AD. These positions 
took me to virtually every state as well as Europe and 
Japan. I then spent over twenty years in Sales and Mar-
keting of entertainment industry payroll services even-
tually becoming VP Production Business Affairs for the 
TEAM Companies before retiring. I served on various 
industry boards including the DGA East Coast AD/
UPM Council, the Association of Independent Com-
mercial Producers Boards of Directors and the New 
York Production Alliance.

I have been a member of WPS for a 
score of years. During that time I 
have enjoyed the company of good 
friends and accomplished fellow 
photographers. Participating in the 
various activities that have been or-

ganized by the club has helped me grow as a photog-
rapher and enjoy the interacting with others who share 
a passion for photography. During this tenure, I have 
found that competing in competitions has been most 
instrumental in helping me to learn technical photo-
graphic techniques and to culture a more insightful 
and mature aesthetic eye. Because I have found this 
particular club activity so strongly contributing to my 
development I have been motivated to assume the 
role of competition chair. My intent is to strive to make 
competitions fun, interesting and engaging. Hopefully, 
by stimulating interest in this endeavor will encourage 
fellow members to participate and benefit from con-
structive assessment and suggestions.

in the relatively short time that I 
have been with the WPS, the work 
of fellow members has never 
ceased to amaze and inspire me. I 
am a member of the board, work-
ing for the outreach and communi-

ty contact area. Since at the age of eight, my dad gave 
me a brownie box camera, I have never looked back. 
My photography has been ongoing. The main areas of 
interest are nature, especially flowers and grab shots 
of anything that catches my eye. That being said, there 
is always a real camera with me. I am the official pho-
tographer for the Scarsdale women’s club. I delight in 
showing my work because there is such beauty in all 
the earth for us to marvel at and enjoy. I have been a member of the college 

shooting program since I joined the 
club 20 years ago and took over as di-
rector of the program when Eliot Topp 
stepped down in 2004. I became a 
board member in 2005 and am finish-

ing my ninth year as a director. My main responsibilities in-
clude Director of the College Shooting Program, Club Liai-
son to Westchester Community College , setting up our 
annual Awards Dinner every November and I started the 
mentoring program in 2012. If reelected, I will ensure that 
the college shooting program continues to deliver high 
quality photos to the college for various events throughout 
the school year and keep a good working relationship with 
the school. I will also continue to work for an enjoyable end 
of year dinner for our members and their families and 
friends; continue the mentoring program to help our mem-
bers become more proficient in the hobby.

Richard Budnik



Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society
*Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with asterisks

** Discounts with WPS identification

Color Group 769-8484*
168 Saw Mill Rd. Hawthorne, NY 10532-1505

http://colorgroup.com

Hunt’s Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main St., Melrose, MA 02176-6104

www.huntsphotoandvideo.com

Thompson’s Art Supply*
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

inFocus
The Newsletter of the 
Westchester Photographic Society
Ron Carran, editor
P.O. Box 405, Ossining, NY 10562

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES

Free Online Photography Courses

1. Adorama TV
2. Your Road to Better Photography

1. How to Take Better Pet Portraits in Studio
2. Photographing the Night Skies Milky Way, Star Trails, and Light Painting Techniques
3. Capture One Workflow: Sessions & Tethering

1. Online: Adobe Lightroom Classic- File Management in Lightroom
2. Multi-Session Series- Mastering Manual Mode

Photo Education

Event Space

http://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com
https://www.adorama.com/alc/events/
https://www.adorama.com/alc/adorama-tv/
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/architecture/4-341-introduction-to-photography-and-related-media-fall-2007/
https://www.udemy.com/course/your-road-to-better-photography/
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/4105
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/4051
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/4099
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/4101
https://edu.huntsphoto.com/event/online-adobe-lightroom-classic-file-management-in-lightroom-2/
https://edu.huntsphoto.com/event/online-multi-session-series-mastering-manual-mode/#tribe-tickets
https://edu.huntsphoto.com
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/EventSpace.jsp

